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Wyman's Advance Spurned
byMLGPA
by Elze
Jasper Wyman, the executive director of
the Christian Civic League of Maine, a
major opponent of gay and lesbian rights ,
surprised the Maine Lesbian/Gay Political
Alliance with an offer to work in partnership against AIDS, but also urged the
organization. to abandon the gay and lesbian civil rights bill for the upcoming
legislative sessiun.
In a letter to MLGP A President Dale
McCormick dated December 8 and sent to
her home address, Wyman wrote, referring to the civil rights legislation, "It is our
view that such divisive controversies have
not been healthy for our state and have furthermore been counter productive (sic) to
the efforts of homosexuals to win acceptance as human beings."
Wyman pointed to the bill's multiple
defeats over the last nine years and to what
he calJed ''the enonnous degree of tensions
created by the emotional and controversial
nature of the subject,'' as reasons for dropping the legi_
slation.

Jasper Wyman, Executive Director,
Maine Christian Civic League
Calling the pursuit of the bill a ''narrow
legislative battle" in the face of the AIDS
crisis, Wyman said, "When it comes to
AIDS, there are no homosexual or heterosexual persons, only human beings whom
God loves."
. Rather than reintroduce the gay and lesbian rights bill , MLGPA should "concentrate on addressing the tragic and growing
problem of AIDS ," Wyman advocated.
He finished the letter with a request for
a meeting between representatives of the
two organizations. "We would not be opposed to a joint news conference to publicly announce whatever initiatives we may
have reached agreement on," he added.
"It's a publicity stunt and a crass
response to AIDS,'' Dale McCormick told
. Our Paper, noting that she received

Wyman's letter the day after it landed in
the hands of the media.
McCormick charged Wyman with attempting. to make a political deal. " Gay
and lesbian rights is· not a bargaining
chip," McCormick said. "It's a bread and
butter issue."
Responding to McCormic:k's allegations,
Wyman told Our Paper, "The letter was
written very sincerely. I'm disappointed .
It is customary practice for us to send
copies of correspondence to the media
when we are dealing with a public issue,
and all the letters were sent simultaneously."
According to Wyman, he recently sent
a letter to Governor-elect McKernan, wilh
copies to all the media, explaining the
League's position on high school health
clinics.
·
Wyman also denied that his offer was a
quid pro quo. "A careful rea_ding of my
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Auctioneer Franklin Allen and assistants

Visual Aid Exceeds Goal
By Fred Berger
The Visual Aid weekend of November
21-22 was a tremendous success financially and in providing an exciting social
event. Sales from the Saturday night art
auction otalled over $22,000, which was
above the $20,000 goal set by the organizers.
Described by one guest as "a very hip
gathering,'' the Friday night preview party
at One City Center was an event in itself.
Several hundred people roamed the second
floor where 130 pieces were displayed on
the walls and in glassed-in store spaces .
Refreshment tables were strategically
placed every hundred feet. The crowd was
very mixed, with many people dressed in
innovative fashion (dare I say costume)
rarely seen in southern Maine. The
Twatones, who performed their a cappella
oldies tunes at various spots around the
gallery, hardly seemed out of place in their
outlandish 50's garb. Eugene Rochow called the preview party
"a masterpiece" which was "very varied
artistically and socially. I've never seen an
event like this in Portland - a real inspiration," he said.
Phillip Ciccone of Boston agreed. ''This
is a real celebration. There are some beautiful pieces and the people are almost as
interesting as the art," he said.
Rick Ring commented on how this pre/ View differed from other openings
he'd at.
.

letter would lead one to the conclusion that

we did keep the two issues separate, " he
· said. "Nowhere did we say that only if the
Alliance drops its battle for the rights bill,
we will help work on AIDS."
Speculating that the civil rights bill is
headed for "almost sure defeat in the '
legislature,'' Wyman said, ''We are looking at what is in the best interest of the
public-at-large, not at scoring a political
victory."
Wyman continued, "If we were to look
at this purely from a standpoint of
pragmatism, we would welcome another
opportunity to fight over the gay rights
bill." "We are pretty well certain of victory," he added.
Since the letter's disclosure to the public,
gay and lesbian activitists have noted that .
MLGP A and other gay and lesbian organizations, in partnership with state officials,
other professionals, and laypersons , have
worked diligently for years to combat
AIDS.
"Mr. Wyman asks us to engage in a
concerted effort to address the AIDS
crisis," said MLGP A Secretary Harry
Gordon, "but we've been doing that all
along."
McCormick and others also take issue
with Wyman's premise that the civil rights
bill is divisive . ''I firmly believe most
Maine citizens feel discrimination is
wrong," McCormick said. "And the last
time we lobbied for the bill , people were
very impressed with the work we did . The
debate was never better, nor of such a high
caliber, as it was that year ~"
If MLGPA declines his invitation ,
Wyman told Our Paper, the Christian
Civil League will still address the issue of
AIDS , though he said he currently has no
specific priorities in mind. He did say the
League believes in "improved education
for yourtg people" and an increase in
federal dollars for research towards finding .
a cure.
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tended. "I've been to openings that were
very stuffy. I was bored. This is fun," he
said.
Several guests commented on the quality
of the artwork displayed. Deborah Sealey
said, "All in all, this is an amazingly good
exhibit. There are a lot of things here I
like " she said. "This is a great way to ·
bu/ art. I'm very impressed." ·
Jane Burke, an artist who was one of the
organizers of Visual Aid was v~ry pleased _
with the quality of works donated. "The
artists gave some of their nicest work,''
she said. "This is not always the case.
Many of the pieces are major works." .
Steven Gorman , another one of the organizers, was also very pleased with t~e
artists' response. "The artists talked with
one another,'' he said. People just showed
· up with works under their arms.'' The
show had to be limited to 130 pieces,
however, because the auction would have
been- too long.
As Saturday night's auction attendees
entered the One City Center lobby , they
noticed a mounted proclamation by Governor Joseph Brennan which declared November 22 "Visual Aid Day" in Maine.
The statement urged "all citizens to help
in the funding for the care and treatment
. of AIDS."
The auction crowd, which unfortunately
was much smaller than that at the Friday
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discover new routes

Just When You Think
You've Heard It An.·..

Dear Our Paper Collective,
I thoroughly enjoyed Elze's interview
with Sadhbh Neilan, which appeared in the
November ' 86 issue. As usual, Elze did'
a great job.
(And - I'll take an interview like that
over one with Sonia Jo~nson anytime!)

So, Jasper Wyman, the executive director of The Christian Civic League of Maine,
wants to shake hands with the queers, have us forget about the gay and lesbian civil
rights bill, and fight AIDS together.
Could this be the same man who, in a letter dated March 22, 1985 to his membership
regarding the Tolerance Day lawsuit, wrote:
"Homosexuals in Maine are targeting your children."
And: "As homosexuals in Maine become more and more frustrated in their efforts
to win legal rights through the Legislature', they will tum to our courts and to our public
schools in a vile and ungodly attempt to brainwash our children into accepting this
disgusting lifestyle.''
And: "These homosexuals must be stopped before they completely destroy our
American family and corrupt our children.''
And, the best one yet: "Will you and I stand idly by and do nothing while those
who are blinded by their own perversion seek to destroy our children's minds and enslave
their bodies to wickedness?"
Just for a minute, let's give the guy the benefit of the doubt. Let's say he's truly
concerned about AIDS.
. Well, people in this state have been fighting AIOS.for a very long time. The Maine
Lesbian/Gay Political Alliance, the AIDS Project, the Central Maine Health Founda~
tion, and the Maine Health Foundation have long been working in partnership with
state officials and other concerned people. Arid, gay men and lesbians in this state have
spearheaded le~Lative, service-oriented, and educational projects.
So, where have Wyman ·and his Christian Civic Leaguers been while all this hard
work has been going on? If Wyman and his organization wanted to support the contructive efforts of people in Maine who are already fighting AIDS, he could have done
so. He can still make that choice.
Why the letter to MLGPA President Dale McCormick? And why now? And, why
does he send copies of his letter to all the media? In fact, why did the media receive
their copies before McCormick ever received hers?
Could Wyman be a wee-bit nervous after the staggering defeat of his anti-obscenity I
pro-censorship referendum? Could he be trying to project a more reasonable and
rational image?
We also must challenge his basic premise - that the gay and lesbian civil rights bill
is a divisive issue for the .State of Maine. The issue is not divisive.
And we must slap the hands of the media for failing to report that point - a point
made by gay and lesbian activists over and over again in recent interviews. But
divisiveness, apparently, is more newsy.
Each time the bill is introduced, more and more people come over to our side, more
and more people are educated about the issue, more and more people begin to see the
connections between the oppression of gay men and lesbians and the oppression of other
/
'
groups of people.
Just because some people don't agree with the bill doesn't mean it's an issue that
tears apart the State of Maine.
The incredible work accomplished by MLGPA in 1985 elevated the character of the
debate among the legislators from what it had been in previous years.
We also know that Wyman wasn't born yesterday . He knows that civil rights is not
something people fight for only when they're assured of victory. He knows that civil
·
rights are not a bargaining chip.
Which brings us back to his letter being a cheap publicity stunt.
"Yes, Virginia, there really are wolves in sheep's clothing. But some wolves wear
(DE)
transparent suits."

· Yours,
Peaches Blessington

A SAMPLING OF 1986 TRIPS

Dear Our Paper,

I woke up from a dream and felt quite
strongly that Our Paper should have a boxed ad each issue that contains explicit
(specific) safe sex information. To expect
men (and women) to resort to health pamphlets or calling AIDS hotlines is too
alienating. Why not place safe sex information each issue (the same info) in the
same spot of the paper, so that whenever
there is an Our Paper around, men have
access to safe sex info. To read about safe
sex guidelines within the context of a gay
newspaper is far more humanizing than
other approaches. It is also a subtle
reminder for men of taking responsibility
for their health and the health of their
friends. The temptation for "denial" or the
plea of ignorance at what is "safe" or the
refusal to seek out AIDS books or pamphlets are all common behavior practices
I have seen lately in male friends who are
in the "coming out" ("going back in")
process. So, I urge you, to make as a stan·dard feature of your monthly layout, a
block ad of explicit safe sex information .
Sincerely ,
Julien Sky

332 Fore Street

Portland, Maine 04101

PURPOSE
OUR PAPER is pubJished monthly by the OUR PAPER Collective,
P.O. Box 10744, Portland, Maine
04104. The purpose of OUR
PAPER is to serve as a voice for lesbians and gay men in Maine. We
wish the newspaper to be a source
of information, support and affirmation, and a vehicle for celebration,
by and for members of the lesbian
and gay men's communities. We
want the paper to reflect our diversity as well.
EDITORIAL POLICY
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We will consider for publication
any material that broadens our
understanding of our lifestyles and
of each other. Views and opinions
appearing in the paper are those of
the authors only,..
We request that all material submitted be signed and include an add tess and/or phone number so we
can contact the author if editorial
revisions need to be considered. We
reserve the right to edit unsigned
material as necessary. Within the
pages of the newspaper, articles can
appear anonymously, upon request ,
and strict confidentiality will be
observed. No revisions or rejections
of signed material will occur without
dialogue with the author.
Even though our editorials are initialed , they represent the opinion of
all collective members.
We welcome and encourage all
our readers to submit material for
publication and to share your comments, criticisms and positive feelings with us. Remember , OUR
PAPER is Your Paper!!! Deadline
for each issue is the 10th of the
month .
SUBSCRIPTIONS
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96 COURT ST.

Antique. &Curio Shop

WOMEN'S MUSIC

AMADEUS MUSIC

new routes
242 Dartmouth St. Portland, Maine 04102

Dear Our Paper:
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CUSTOM TRIPS AND MORE•••

Thanks again,
A person with AIDS in Portland, Maine

The Our Paper Collective wishes you a happy, healthy and political New Year.
An African-American festival of harvest called Kwanza begins the day after Christmas
_and lasts for seven days. Each day has a new theme , such as unity, collectivity and selfdetermination - a good message for us all to carry into the new year'.
As we move into 1987, we arrive having experienced many victories, but also some
major defeats.
Peace, justice and human rights are goals yet to be reached.
If you haven't yet given a donation to an organization working on these issues, please
. do so.
· _
It's a nice way to say thank you and Happy New Year.
Let's keep those political fires burning-.
In the spirit of Kwanza, a toast to us all.
(DE)

Meg Christian
,
libana
Susan Savell
Ferron
Casselberry-Dupree

• southwest canoe trip on the Rio Grande
• spring backpacking in the southern
Appalachian Mountains
• horsepacking trip in northern Maine
• kayaking the coast
• island bicycle tours
• trips for mothers and children
• clinics and day trips - hiking, biking
----ai noeing, kayaking·

I would like to express my thanks and
appreciation to The AIDS Project for the
wonderful Thanksgiving baskets that they
delivered to me and the other brothers with
AIDS and also for the other services that
they have provided for us .
I would also like to thank the staff of the
Visual Aid Art Auction for their dedication to the cause and all that they have done
for me personally.
I'm sorry that this letter has to be anonymous and I hope that you print it in your
(our) paper.

Happy New YearGive Money

Cris Williamson
Holly Near
T ret Fure
Ova
Sweet Honey ;.,, the Ro ck

year round outdoor trips
for women

TEL 782-0638 • AUBURN, ME.
.

Open: Mon.-Sat. .10-5

Sundays 12-5

..

•
•.

~: .!

A visit to Orphan Annie'.-;
is a perfect way
to beat the winter doldrums.

Subscriptions are $12 for one year
(12 issues), $20 for two years , and
$30 for three years. Make checks
payable to "OUR PAPER". All
submissions and correspondence
·should be sent to OUR PAPER,
• P.O. Box 10744, Portland, Maine
04104.
.. -:.·· ~

OUR PAPER COLLECTIVE ,
Fred Berger
Skip Brushaber
Brenda Buchanan
Diane ·Elze
-Terri Jones
.'B arb Leclerc

Barb Puls
Dawn Patterson
Rick Ring
Bruce Smith
Kathryn Baptista
P.S. Sutherland
Barbara Wood

Conference Held on Living ~th
AIDS
in Maine
... .
...
'

'

By Fred Berger
The first AIDS conference to deal
specifically with AIDS in-Maine was held
November 20 at Verrillo's restaurant in
Portland. Sponsored by the University of
Maine, The Bureau of Health, and The
AIDS Project, the event attracted over 200
people from throughout the state. According to moderator Kaye Flanagan, the purpose of the day-long meeting was ' ' to be
a forum for the discussion of policy
issues" with the intent of presenting concerns to the AIDS Advisory Committee of
the state legislature.
The heart of the day 's agenda was a
panel presentation by five people involved
with different aspects of the AIDS epidemic. Leading off was State Epidemiologist Dr . Kathleen Gensheimer who cited
a range of statistics about AIDS nationally
and in the state. She said that of the 1800
blood samples tested by the state for the
presence of the HIV antibody, the rate of
seropositivity is 5 % currently while it was
18% when the tests were first begun.
Dr. Gensheimer stated that contrary to
popular belief, intravenous drug use is a
problem in the state. She said that 25 % of
hepatitis B cases in Maine are linked to IV
drug use. Gensheimer said that " shooting
galleries,' ' where drug users_ share needles,
exist in the city of Portland . ·
Dr. Michael Bach, caliing full-blown
AIDS " the tip of the iceberg, " said that
there are many crippling and killing
diseases which are caused by the HIV in~
fection that are technically not AIDS . One
of the more recently discovered effects of
the HIV infection, which attacks the brain,
is being called AIDS De.mentia Complex .
It causes memory loss, confusion, depression, and other symptoms. Fully half of
people with AIDS nationaliy are showing
neurological problems, he said.
Dr. Bach concluded on a note of hope
by saying that the new drug AZT shows
"evidence for the first time that we can do
anything to control this disease.'' Bach said
that a patient of his who was in the audience was the first person in Maine to be
given AZT and had shown a dramatic .
reduction in fever from 105 degrees to near

normal after taking the drug. Dr. Bach said
he believes " treatment is on the horizon."
Francia Davis, a compliance officer for
the Maine Human Rights Commission
spoke of some of the legal issues surrounding AIDS. She said that an ethical dilemma
of AIDS is how to control the disease and
protect an individual ' s right to privacy,
work, and education. She said that although
the Maine Human Rights Act covers AIDS
discrimination, the lack of confidentiality
in Human Rights Commission proceedings
is a "roadblock to filing ." (By law proceedings of the Commission must be public.) Some people have filed cases related
to AIDS discrimination, however, she said.
Richard Waitzkin of the York County
Health Services spoke of the counselling
needs related to AIDS . Calling AIDS "an
emotional roller coaster which includes
service providers as well as sick persons,"
he emphasized the need to address the
psychological needs of family members
and service providers and made specific
recommendations on how to do that.
To illustrate the wide range of services
required by a person with AIDS. Waitzkin
cited the case of his· client, "Ralph."
"Ralph's" case required the services of a
social worker, nurse , physical therapist ,
occupational therapist, home health aide,
doctors , ·six hospitals in four states, the
Department of Human Services, law enforcement agencies, churches, "Meals on
Wheels ," and two lawyers - all in ·a
period of ten mpnths .
Deborah Walsh, a social worker with the
Portland Social Services Department was
the final speaker of the morning's panel.
She abandoned her prepared talk to present a very moving personal account of her
experiences working with people with
AIDS through the city's welfare program.
She said that caregivers need to develop
"emotional telepathy". (her definition of
compassion) and must approach their job
in a non-judgmental manner - ''with an
open door and closed mouth." Walsh concluded her presentation by reading poems
of a client and personal friend who recently
died as a result of AIDS .

Following lunch:, state representatiye
Charlene Rydell addresse~ the audience.
Rydell is the chair of the AIDS Advisory
Committee set up by legislation passed in
the last session. She urged those present
to become a well-informed "AIDS constituency" to lobby the state legisl1tture:
Rydell said she can "attest to the caring
and commitment of the state legislature and
executiv~ branch.'' While eleven states
have provided no funding for AIDS , she
said that Maine has set up the statutory and
financial base to attack the AIDS crisis .
Rydell said that the role of the state should
be to do planning and set policy related to
AIDS while the actual provision of services
should be done thro\lgh private agencies
with financial and technical assistance from
the state.
Rep. Rydell said that while members of
her committee are very active and ' '. taking
their role very seriously,' ' -she· believes
their mandate needs to be broadened. As
established by law, the committee's purpose is to advise only the Department of
Human Services (DHS) regarding AIDS .
She believes that the mandate should-include ~II parts of the state bureaucracy including, for example, the Department of
Corrections and the Bureau of Mental
Retardation.
In the afternoon sessions the attendees
divided into four smaller groups: "Education,'' "Patient Care," "Legal and
Employment Issues," and "Living with
AIDS, A Personal Experience." Afterwards representatives of each group
reported back to the reassembled whole
body on policy suggestions derived from
the groups' discussions. The spokespeople
unanimously reported that the afternoon
session was too brief to adequately address
the myriad of issues but made a few

Judith Lippa, MSW
Uc. Clinical Social Worker

! ecommendations including that: agencies
should develop policies related to AIDS
before they deal with an actual case; attorneys should be involved when agencies
draw up their policies; clean needles
should be supplied to drug addicts; mandatory training of care providers should include family members of those providers ;
more money should be made available for
home care; and Governor-elect McKernan
should be encouraged to legitimize efforts
against AIDS. In general the groups'·
representatives agreed that the conference
had been very valuable for educational purposes and for networking among many different people dealing with AIDS in Maine.
In concluding the conference, moderator
Flanagan concurred that a great deal of information had been shared in a short period
of time and urged people to spread the effects further by sharing what was learned
with people in the organizations that they
represented. Flanagan expressed the hope,
shared by previous speakers, that this successful " Living With AIDS In Maine"
conference could be repeated within a
year.

RUN BY AND FOR WOMEN
INVITES YOU TO A SIMPLE

WOMEN'S RETREAT ON THE SMALL
ISLAND OF VIEQUES, PUERTO RICO
Available for individual or group camping, work·
shops, or a place to begin your exploration of the
Carribbean . Easy ·adventures from rain forest hikes,
sunning on quiet beaches to "down island" sails.
ALSO YEAR ROUND

OUTDOOR TRIPS FOR WOMEN
Canoeing, backpacking, kayaking, riding, bicycling,
~ country skiing, reluing end .._. .. . . •.. ....
Renon1ble ratfl!
NEW DAWN ADVENTURES
518 W1shington Street
Gloucester, MA 01930
:Tel. 617-283-8717

Counseling
&

Psychotherapy

Better Late Than Never
by Gary L. Anderson
I am profoundly impressed by Surgeon
General Koop's report on AIDS. I have
great respect for this man for demonstrating such unheard of national governmental
leadership on AIDS. He is the highest
ranking health authority in the · United
. States, and he is the first bona fide member
of Reagan's administration to so publicly
and precisely address some of the · many
major issues inherent in the fight against
AIDS . Hats off to C. Everett Koop . ·
It is interesting to note how much of the
Surgeon General's report isn't all that new .
In fact, many of the suggestions Koop
makes have already been stated or implemented by the gay community . After all,
we have been fighting AIDS for six years
now .
(Unlike Dan Rather, we know only too
well how AIDS has hit our homes . The
title of that CBS News Special a few weeks
ago - "AIDS Hits Home" - was as disrespectful and homophobic as Life magazine ' s infamous cover story in 1985 entitled "Now No One Is Safe From AIDS ."
In both cases, these 'news' people were
alluding to heterosexual cases of AIDS, as
if all the gay men who had AIDS and had
died from AIDS weren ' t of any value or
interest to society. For the record·Dan, and
all you folks at Life, no one was ever safe
from AIDS, and it always has hit home.)

What is in the Surgeon General's report
that is old news to us gay veterans of
AIDS?
•"Weare fighting a disease - not people,' ' he says.

- It's time the government noticed.
• Many people - e~pecially our.youth
are not receiving information that is
·vital ... because of our reticence in dealing with the subjects of sex, sexual
practices, and homosexuality,'' he says.
- I wish I had a dime (to go for AIDS
related services) for every time I have
heard Dale McCormick, President of the
Maine Lesbian/Gay Political Alliance,
utter those very words over the past two
years from Kennebunk to Presque Isle.
• ''The best protection against infection
right now . .. is·use of a condom,'' he
says.
- No hedging around, no ifs, no buts,
nothing but the out and out truth. (Now
let's see if he can get condom ads on_t. v.).
• " ... unless you are ABSOLUTELY
CERTAIN that you are not carrying
the AIDS virus, you must consider the
possibility that you can infect others,' '
he says.

•
•
•
•

BRUCE W. KENNEY, 0.0.

Individuals
Couples
Families
Groups

Suite 423
142 High Street
Portland, ME 04101

(207) 773-1235

Board U.'Ttified Gt.'lll.'Tal Pra,._~ice
Prarentiw Medicine

Obstetrics

.

•

l7ht~Ce11te[farJfea!tlL.J
97 India Street
Portland, Maine 04101

~ For years now, that has been the rule

of the road for gay men. And th~ message
we have always had to preach to those
seeking information about transmission.
How many people have we taught to think
not only about how they could get an AIDS
virus infection (which is what the bulk o
the public has been concerned about), but
how they could possibly give someone an
AIDS virus infection (Leaming the golden
rule of the 80 's: Don't do unto others .:__
what would put them at risk for exposure
- that you wouldn 't let them do unto you
- to put you at risk of exposure.)
• ' '. Compulsory blood testing is unnecessary , unfeasible, and cost prohibitive.
~_uithennore, rather than aiding in preven:
t1on , testing could, in some instances
cause irreparable harm, " he says.
'
- Gee, somebody heard us after all.
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ASK FOR A BROCHURE AND HAVE A FREE GAY MAP
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Visual Aid

Yet Another Alternate
Approach

cantinuedtrampage4

by D.A.

Fred Berger interviews Jane Burke, Visual Aid chairperson

night preview, was addressed by Dr.
Michael Bach and Joshua Noble. Dr. Bach
spoke briefly of his hope that the new drug
AZT, which he is using with one patient,
will be a breakthrough in the fight against
AIDS. He mentioned also that some of the
money from the evening's auction would
be used for an outpatient AIDS clinic
which he is establishing at Maine Medical
Center. Josh Noble, who is the support services coordinator of the AIDS Project,
thanked the organizers of Visual Aid for
the .tremendous effort they had made.
Auctioneer Franklin Allen, who donated
his services for the evening, welcomed the
audience and called Visual Aid "a major,
very important charity. ''. He urged bidders
to be generous saying, "the ultimate in
charity is to bid over the estimated
· amount.'' Allen was assisted by runners
who brought artwork down in the glijss
elevator then paraded the aisles to display
it. In some cases they modeled the pieces.
· (Sarah Mann was stunning in "Louise's
Hat'' by Stephanie Dykas, and Brenda
Broder looked smashing wearing a variety
of jewelry.)
Despite Allen's admonition, most items
sold for considerably below the values
listed in the program book. (It was not
clear whether these were retail · or
wholesale values.) Pieces by some of the
best known artists in the show, particularly, went for bargain prices. Robert Indiana's "Love Cross," a featured piece of
the auction, sold for $650, less than half
of its estimated value. A painting by
Robert Solotaire sold for $600, which is
considerably below what his pieces usually
command.
The highest s!Jie price of the evening was
$750 paid for " Gratification," a glass
sculpture by Orland Olivera-Najaro of
Portland. Other major sales included $725
paid for a large stained giass piece by
Malcolm Mailloux and Dana Johnson of
Phoenix Studio, $700 for an oil by Sherry
Miller, and $700 for a handcrafted mahogany table by Marc Ouellette. A few items
were removed from sale because the bids
offered wery too low .
Among the most popular items which
sold for prices above their estimated value
were an acrylic titled "City Center" by C.
Michael Lewis ($550), and a watercolor
by Susan J. Amons titled "Green Heron"
($450).
In total the auction raised over $22,000.
With some proceeds returned to some artists as honoria, the remaining $20, 100 will
be divided between the AIDS Project and
Dr. Bach's clinic. Some funds will also go
to the AIDS Action Council, a Washington-based organization which lobbies for AIDS
· funding.
Organizer F.R. Vance 86 was very
pleased with the outcome of the auction.
"It makes me feel good that artists can
contribute in this way," he said. "I thank
all the artists. It was a wonderful thing for
them to do. "

/HIBf!! 4 • QUR PAPER

Vance said that "although people got
bargains,'' it is not unusual for prices to
be low at charity art auctions. He said that
the committee was encouraged by the success of this year's event and hopes to repeat
Visual Aid next year. One City Center
Manager Lee McFarland has already offered to donate the space again. "I think
it will be easier next year and the need will
be greater," Vance said . He said that the
main thing he would do differently is include more people on the organizing committee and delegate more responsibility.
Most of the work this year was done by
Vance, Jane Burke, Stephan Gorman, Kim
Burch, Paula Ragsdale, and John Whitman,
_
''I never knew it would take so much
work," Vance said. "I didn't work in my
studio for two months. Jane didn't finish
the clay sculpture she had intended to put
in the show because she ~as too busy
organizing."
Besides raising money for AIDS, Visual
Aid may have an effect on art buying in
Maine. As State Representative Charlene
Rydell commented, ''The auction provided
an · opportunity for people who usually
don't buy art to become acquainted with
some of the finest artists in Maine. Some
of these people don't usually go to
galleries. I think it widens the audience for
art while at the same time providing funds
for the most serious health problem of our ·
times."

,10

I would like to respond to David Lee
Phillips, who wrote " An Alternate Approach" in the December, 1986 issue of
Our Paper and offer, "Yet Another Alternate Approach.' '
I am inclined to believe that any genuine,
mature love shared between two people
regardless of sexual preference would be
great in the eyes of Jesus and/or God. But
only a few of us will be willing to know
ourselves honestly enough to attain genuine, mature love. It's not impossible, but
it is indeed very hard to do and is the ''road
less traveled," like going against the incoming tide. Why? Because the only way
you can get closer to God is to become extremely truthful to yourself, become aware
of that which you have been personally
blinded to all your life and take the risk
to accept, love and live the real you . (This
goes far beyond the sexuaf preference
· issue.) Mankind in general has not fostered
self-honesty, self-acceptance and self-love
_very much at any level, especially the most
crucial years of childh~od. It is easier and
more "safe" to remain bl'ind and live illusions. So the majority of us are the
"children and the adults of the lie" and
we must pass this legacy to our children,
who must in tum do the same with their
children. But for those few who are driven
from within to live out their own personal
truths, like the nature of all human understanding, genuine, mature love evolves to
higher levels (even beyond sexuality) as
one gets closest to God, if one is so called.
I can't agree with Mr. Phillips when he
suggests that Jesus was gay and His doctrine that men should love one another implies that the ultimate evolution is to
physically love anyone. God by definition
is one, universal unchanging , that which
is ultimate love and perfection. To be
perfect, means to be complete, totally selfcontained, unconditional, needing no one
and nothing else. I don't think Jesus was
pushing one sexual preference over another in his teachings, but rather speaking of
the evolution to ultimate Universal Consciousness, which · includes having and
needing no expression of sexuality. I'm
sure there was lots of homosexuality going on during Bible times, just as there is
now. But love for another man greater than
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the love of a women does not have to mean
physical love . (Referring to Mr. Phillips'
first quote , Samuel 2, 1:26.)
In verifying Mr. Phillips ' second quote ,
Luke 23:-2, it reads, "We found this man
subverting our nation .. . ' ' not perverting
our nation . (The Great News , The New
Testament , New International Version ,
New York International Bible Society ,
New York , 1973 , Page 170.) If the
Pharisees had seen Jesus as perverting the
nation, as Mr. Phillips has misquoted, it
would not be a perversion associated with
sexuality but rather a perversion of seeking personal truth , where the norm of the
people was self-blindness and illusion .
There have only been about 43 human beings in the history of the world who wanted
to know themselves that badly and therefore truly experienced the closest perfection with God. Jesus, Paul, Moses, Gideon,
Pascal, Spinoza, Madame Guyon, Buddha,
Mohammed, Confucius, etc. were some of
these people and they indeed paid the price
and walked alone. (Cosmic Consciousness,
A Study in the Evolution of the Human
Mind, by Richard Maurice Bucke, M.D.,
E.P. Dutton and Company, Inc., New
York, 1901, Page 81.) The love they felt
and knew for their fellow man was not one
of sexual bodies (they were beyond that),
it was a love of profoundly and everpresently seeing in their fellow man, all
that had ever been in the universe and all
that would ever be in the universe . If you
can get that far in self-sustained personal
-consciousness you don't have a need for
sex with anyone, because, like God already
is, you are becoming more and more
"complete."
Though quite rare, experi_encing the ultimate call to perfection with God is a solo
walk that you can only have by yourself.
But how could Jesus be violently opposed
to heterosexual marriage as Mr. Phillips
states? Jesus Himself, gave us the Sacrament .of Marriage. Although it may be
more difficult, you can attain perfection
with God througlf any married state,
straight or otherwise. Human monogamy
can limit the possibility of evolving to
ultimate individual perfection because only
you can hear the call of the drum the way
you do. This personal calling can never be
shared with anyone else·, no matter how

continued on page 11
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Overflow Crowd Cheers Women Performers

Sparky

By Brenda Buchanan
Women from near and far packed
Williston West Church in Portland on
December 5 to be entertained by a numb.er
of musicians , a couple of comedy/drama
performers and a baton twirler to whom
words cannot do justice. It was the third
Women's Performance Night to benefit the
Women's Community Project, and like the
previous two shows, it exhjbited the range
of talent withjn the Maine women' s community.
Ellen Faulkner opened the evening with
seasonal music . The highlight was "The
Twelve Days After Christmas, '' a humor-

ous look at post holiday stress . She also
sang a moving version of "Reach Out and
Touch. ''
Beth Edmonds was next, singing a variety
of songs and getting the ~udience involved
on ''We Who Believe in Freedom Cannot
Yield ." Later, Edmonds returned to the
microphone and sang a song written by
Kahil Gibran about children that srud , in
part, ' 'you can strive to be just like them
but you can't make them just like you ."
(Sweet Honey also does this song.)
After that she indulged herself in what
she called her country singer fantasy with
an a cappella version of Patsy Cline' s "I
Fall to Pieces." (And Beth, you ' re right,
anyone who doesn ' t know who Patsy is
shouldn't waste any more time being
ignorant.)
After Edmonds ' first set, Dorotby Scott
was introduced , and the 'crowd
remembered her well from her first appearance at the October Performance
Night. It took her a minute to get going,
but she chatted with the crowd while she
centered herself, introducing the guitar she
was using as Nancy McCallum's and
promising to get a whole song out this
time. She did , and it was good, and the audience gave her a very positive response .
Scott also played piano to entertain the
crowd before the evening began, and she
was impressive.
Kathleen Potts followed Scott with a pair
of "homemade" skits. In "Water Torture," she played off her y0unger sister's
affinity for early morning hrur washing; in
''Killer Curling Iron,'' she was a contortionist with a curling iron connected to the
right side of her head while she tried to
answer a ringing phone on the left side of
the room.
Later, Potts performed a skit called

Pixie Lauer

"Rodeo," which was abour the changes
that Western pastime has seen.
Pixie Lauer dazzled the crowd with her
lovely , gentle voice and able guitar accompaniment, and opened up with songs drawn
from her own experience. She also did a
lovely cover of Tret Fure's ' 'That Side of
the Moon is Too Dark;" and later tea,med
with Edmonds in an a cappella duet.
Baton twirler extraordinaire Sally Rose
from Union bounced across the stage next
with a breath-taking performance that included all those moves that the featured
majorette used to do in high school. She
did neck rolls, around-the-back moves and
through-the-legs tosses ; the·crowd oohed
and ahhed .
Rose also gets my vote for best outfit for
her black leotard with a glittery red
women's symbol on the back.
Eventually Sparky came on to the delight
of the crowd, who remembered her original music and antics from the first two Performance Nights. Her first song was about
staying in motels, and it spoke to that comforting rural-Maine-in-the-fall experience
of being able to hear through the wall the
conversation of the hunters staying in the
next room.
She admitted to being a bit anxious about
singing the next song , "(I have a) Half a
Dozen Lovers Scattered Throughout
Maine,'' but the audience loved it.
Then Sparky sang a couple of love
songs, which though they did not involve
her trademark practice of making all the
sounds a backup band would make if she
were singing with accompaniment, were
enjoyable all the same.
At the end of the night she was called
back with a request that she perform her
"Maine Dykes Cheer, " a call-and-response
number that she did at the October Perfor-

Beth Edmonds
mance Night. She obliged, and it was great
fun to hear again a room full of women's
voices (a few men were present but their
voices weren't audible) chanting "We're
going to fight, fight, fight/The status quo."
Penny Rich did a great job as M.C., and
if the hall had been bigger, everything
would have been perfect. Word was that
organizers didn't ask to reserve a room at
the larger Woodfords Congregational
Church early enough, but they promise to
have a bigger space next time.
The benefit to the W.C.P. was approximately $1 ,000.00, and Judy Nevers
presented the group with a check for
$286.00, representing money raised for the
proje-ct at Entre Nous, the women 's bar she
owns.

Kathleen Potts

Dorothy Scott
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people who find the idea of government
regulating bedroom behavior as offensive
as he does to write to Harris and other
powerful people in Georgia , protesting its
"sexual apartheid."

The contest will be hel.d March 21 at the
Club DV8 in San Francisco. Proceeds will
benefit a number of AIDS organizations,
including the Women 's AIDS Network.
For more information, contact Mistress
Kathy at (415) 864-3482.

***
***

Censorship issues in
Canada, Britain

Pacific Bell settles
long-running case
A West Coast telephone company has
settled out of court with lesbians and gay
men the longest-running discrimin~tion
suit in this country's history .
.
Pacific Telesis Group, which owns
Pacific Bell , agreed to set up a $3 million
fund to pay damages to former employees
and job applicants who suffered discrimination because of their sexual orientation.
The class-action suit went on for 11 years,
and during its course, the California
Supreme Court rendered a landmark decision that established legal protection
against job discrimination for lesbians and
gay men in that state.
If the settlement is approved by · the
court, Pacific Bell will be required to place
ads in newspapers across California to in- ·
form potential claimants of the settlement's
existence.

***

"Pink Youth:quake" held
in Oslo
The third International Gay Youth Congress was held in Oslo, Norway at the end
of the summer, and more than 100 young
people from 18 countries on five continents
attended .
The most important accomplishment, according to those who participated, was the
establishment of the International Gay and
Lesbian Youth Organization (IGLYO) .
During the next year, the group' s steering
committee will work out the bylaws of the
new group, and in 1987, a conference will
be held in London where the bylaws and
operating procedures will have to be
ratified.
IGLYO has an upper age limit of 26 for
elected persons and conference attendants,
with possible exceptions for people from
countries or cultures that define "youth"
differently.
For information, write to IGLYO at
P.O. Box 1305, Vika N-0112 Oslo 1.

Gay Rights passed in Ontario
In early December, the legislature in Ontario, Canada voted to add sexual orientation to the Human Rights Code in that Province. Sixty-four legislators voted for the
amendment, and 44 opposed it. The protection will be in thy areas of employment
and housing.
Activists in Canada said a coalition between the Liberal and New Democratic
parties led to the victory.- Almost all of
those who vo~ed against gay rights were
members of the Progressive Conservative ·
Party .

***

New Lesbian/Gay Magazine
in Argentina
The first edition of a new magazine for
lesbians and gay men in Argentina recently
has come off the press. It consists of international news, articles about culture and
political opinion.
The magazine is being published by
Comunidad Homo.sexual Argentina
(CHA), a coalition of lesbian and gay
groups which was founded in 1984. The
group is active currently in an effort to
abolish a law that allows police to detain
any person for 24 hours for the purpose
of "identification." The law reportedly is
used to harass lesbians and gay men. CHA
also is part of a national human rights campaign in Argentina.
To subscribe to the magazine,·which is
called Vamos a Andar, or to correspond
with CHA members, write to C.C. 45-Suc
37 (1437) , Buenos Aires, Argentina. DO
NOT mention the name of the group on the
. correspondence.

***

Computer columnist
comes out

***

West German Feminists
modify statues
Feminists in West Germany have come
up with an attention-getting tactic for protesting the lack of monuments dedicated to
women in that country - they feminize existing statues by dressing the men in
women's clothing. The protestors also
drape the figures with signs that say
· ''Denk-Mal an Frau,'' which means both
''Monument to Women'' and ''Think (Remember) about Women."

A columnist in the magazine PC World,
which is aimed at computer enthusiasts,
came out of the closet in the November
issue with a column urging his readers to
petition Georgia officials to rescind that
state's sodomy law.
David Bunnell said in the column, which
was titled , Coming Out of the PC Closet,
that"he'd recently received a letter from
Georgia Governor Joe Frank Harris inviting him to take part in a technology tour
of the Atlanta area. The letter prompted
him to think more about the Supreme
Court's recent sodomy decision, Bunnell
said, and in his column he suggested that

GREAT TIMES!

Times Roman , that is. It's
·just one of the many type styles · available at The Type Room.
Complete typesetting and .
proofreading service. Women. owned and operated.
-·
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Mass. Foster Care
policy ·debated

Government censorship of lesbian and
gay literature is again in the news in both
Canada and England .
This fall., the Glad Day bookstore in
Toronto never received copies it had
ordered of Anal Pleasure and Health and
of the lesbian sex magazine, On Our
Backs. Customs officials seized both
publications, calling them obscene. Also
seized in British Columbia recently was the
lesbian erotic video, Where There is
.
Smoke.
In January , the first legal challenge of
censorship oflesbian and gay literature will
be heard in Canada. The issue in that case
is a past seizure of The Joy of Gay Sex.
Activists are particularly concerned by
the government's stance because some of
· the material seized , Anal Pleasure and
Health, for example, contains safe sex
information.
In Britain, Gay 's The Word Bookstore
in London has submitted some imported
gay titles to Customs as a means of testing
the criteria used to ban imported books .
Six titles that were among 19 rejected in
the past by Customs have been turned
over. They are My Brother, My Self,
Roman Conquests, and Below The Belt, all
by Phil Andros , and Me!', Loving Men by
Mitch Walker, Men Loving Themselves by
Jack Morin and Men in Erotic Art1 from
and Rob Gallery .
_
Customs is not expected to rule until
January; if it- rules that the books are in
poor taste, GTW may take th!? matter to
court.
The bookstore was to have stood trial
this fall on charges of importing obscene
material , but the . government abruptly
dropped the charges in June.

***

Ms. Leather Contest to be held
The First Annual International Ms .
Leather Contest will be held in San Francisco this March, and entrants from all
parts of the nation are being sought.
The eontest was created by a group of
individuals who want to enhance a positive
image of women in .the leather lifestyle.
Contestants may enter as an individual; be
sponsored by another individual, or a
group, bar or club. Judging will be on the
basis of leather image, physical appearance, attitude and personality and stage
presence.

Public hearings on the controversial
Massachusetts foster care policy that effectively prevents lesbians and gay men from
becoming foster parents were held on
December 3 and 4 , and most of the testimony was in opposition to the law. In addition, a draft report prepared by a special
commission that has been studying the
· issue recommends that the policy be
amended to remove the almost blanket prohibition on lesbian and gays becoming
foster parents .
For the past year and a half, the regulations have said that children in need of
foster care should be placed if possible
with "normal " families involving two
parents ; one of each gender. That has
essentially blocked lesbians, gay men and
single straight people from being foster
parents.
' 'If a family that is best able to give the
child what the child needs is gay, so be it,''
the chair of the subcommittee, Jacquelynne
Bowman, said before the hearing. " What's
in the best interests of the child should be
paramount.' '
The recommendations of the committee
were to be turned over to Governor
Michael Dukakis by the end of December.

***

Compensation sought for gay
Holocaust survivors
A Social Democrat deputy in the West
German Parliament has taken issue with
the Finance Ministry ' s recent conclusion
that all those victimized by the Nazis during World War Two11ave been adequately
compensated.
Renata Schmidt said it is a ''blatant lie''
that all Holocaust victims have been compensated . She said forgotten victims are
gay and lesbians, Jewish slave laborers,
Gypsies and people who were either sterilized or forced to undergo medical experimentation.

***
(Sources for some of the information in
this month's Gayzette came from Gay
Community News, Rites , Bay Windows ,
The Boston Globe, and The Wall Street
Journal.)
Compiled by Brenda Buchanan. _
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Copelon Keynotes Lobby Meeting
by Elze

Reproductive rights activist and lawyer Rhonda Copelan, who argued the
Harris v. McRae case before the U.S.
Supreme Court which challenged the
Hyde Amendment, keynoted the Maine
Women's Lobby annual meeting convened November 22 in Augusta. The
Hyde Amendment restricted poor women's access to abortions in its denial of
Medicaid funding.
Organized in 1978, the Maine Women's
Lobby is the only organization in Maine
employing a full-time lobbyist during
each legislative session to advocate for
the enactment of laws beneficial to
women.
The day's events included workshops
focusing on improving the political cli. mate for abortion rights, addressing such
areas as electoral strategies, public education, and legislative and legal avenues.
Mimi Marchev, the MWL lobbyist
who is going into her second legislative
session, reviewed the last session's victories and defeats for the 50 attendees,
and highlighted the priorities for the upcoming session.
Women lost many friends in the Senate
and the House as a result of the recent
election, primarily because many chose
not to run, Marchev said. She expects the
legislature to be "more confrontational
this year on women's issues."
Calling abortion rights "the core fight
over the next decade" in terms of appointments to the Supreme Court, and "a
touchstone" for a series of progressive
issues, Rhonda Copelan, formerly an
attorney with the Center for Constitutional Rights and currently a professor of
law at the City University of New York,
discussed the multifaceted attack taking
place on reproductive choice.

Reproductive rights activist and
lawyer Rhonda Copelon
"It is fair to say that the constitutionality of abortion, its legality across the
nation, is on a thread," Copel on warned,
pointing to the 5-4 majority on the U.S.
Supreme Court. According to Copelan,
the Court this session will deal with the
abortion rights of minors and "it is not at .
all clear that the decision will be in our
favor."
On an optimistic note, Copelan pointed
to Associate Justice Blackmun's decision
in a case supporting Planned Parenthood
of Arizona's right to state funding even
though it counsels women on abortion.
Blackmun recognized for the first time
the link between women's right to abortions and the right of women to equality,
she said.
"It was the most powerful statement
about abortion the Court has ever made,"

said Copelan, noting it was women who
educated Blackmun and others about the
significance of reproductive choice for .
Women. "We've never let go of what it
means to us."
According to Copelan, the Senate must
once again exercise its right to cnallenge
the president's nominees.
People must also continue to organize
at the grassroots level, she said. Reminding. the audience that four anti-abortion
referendums were defeated in the election
and four others failed to secure enough
signatures to be placed on the ballot,
Copelan said the right wing is not sweeping the country. Referendums, she said,
are the voice of the people, a test of popular sentiment. "Things are not so bleak
among the people," she said.
"If we lose the Court," Copelon said,
"we have only ourselves, we have only
our strength, we have only our imaginations, we have only the hard work you all
are doing every day in the building of the
broadest kind of movement and coalition."
She urged feminists to consistently
articulate the connections between poverty and reproductive choice, "to year
after year work to get Medicaid back
even when we know it will be a long time
before we're going to win it." And, said
Copelan, the flip side is that some women
who wish to bear children cannot because
of economic circumstances. The range of
economic justice issues must be addressed,
she said.
According to Copelan, drawing such
connections builds a constituency. "We
can't build a movement on the wonder of
abortion," she said, eliciting laughter from the audience.
Feminists must also vote for pro-choice
candidates and withhold their votes from
opponents of abortion, she advocated.

A new issue she sees emerging is the
coercion of women deemed to be at-risk
of AIDS into seeking abortions. "The
certainty of transmission is very unclear,
occurring in well under 50% of the cases
and maybe in as little as 5%," Copelan
said, "yet these women are told that
abortion is a necessity, that they should
forego childbearing."
Copelan challenged Equal Rights Amend- ment supporters to include in the amendment's parameters abortion and gay and
lesbian rights. The level of attack on gay
men and lesbians rose in Vermont prior
to the last election, she said, the more
feminists divorced the ERA from gay/
lesbian rights.
"What would be the effect if ERA supporters said, 'Yes, these are our issues,
too,'?" Copelan asked. "How much more
would really be lost? And how many
more people would be mobilized to support it?"
She urged people to build the broadest
possible agenda, warning that to narrow
' progressive goals in a conservative time is
very dangerous.
Copelan addressed the tendency for
abortion proponents to be apologetic
about the issue, citing the frequency of
such statements as, "Oh, it's a terrible
thing that there has to be abortion," and
"It's such a horrible decision to have to
make." "To the extent that we 're afraid to
say we unequivocally support the morality, the conscientious nature of the abortion decision, we lose ground," she
argued.
She continued, "When we apologize, it
becomes a pathetic thing for which we're
fighting. We must be unambivalent about
the validity and ease with which women
can make an abortion decision; we must
make a clear statement on the necessity of
having that choice."
:-

Planning Begins for Symposium, Pride Day
by Elze

Plans are already underway for two of
Maine's major gay and lesbian events to
be held in 1987.
The fourteenth Maine Gay and Lesbian
Symposium, scheduled for July 3-5 in
Bangor, will coincide with Charlie
Howard Memorial Day and will be
organized by the Bangor Area Gay/ Lesbian/ Straight Coalition (BAGLSC-pronounced "BAGELSj.
Portland will be the site of"Family of
Friends," a pride celebration sponsored
by the Portland Pride Committee which
has been meeting since July. The tentative date is June 6.
Symposium XIV
Though some disgruntlement has been
heard over the symposium taking place
on the Fourth of July weekend, BAGLSC
members and other activists believe the
advantages outweigh the disadvantages.
"The long weekend will enable people

from far away to travel," said BAGLSC
member Marty Sabol. "We also hope
more people will be drawn to Charlie
Howard Memorial Day since last year's
attendance was so low."
Historically, until 1986 when Northern
Lambda Nord hosted the event in Presque
Isle, the symposium rotated between Portland and Bangor. Since Portland sponsored the event in 1985, Bangor was next
in line. BAGLSC felt it was unrealistic for
the organization to produce two separate
events.
Harry Gordon of BAGLSC hopes the
symposium will help revitalize Bangor's
gay and lesbian community. "We have a
problem in getting people to participate,"
said Gordon. "I hope having both events
the same weekend will rebuild a sense of
community up here and encourage people to get involved."
Feelings were initially mixed within
BAGLSC. Gordon cited the group's early
apprehensiveness around organizing such

a large conference, but, he said, "We're
really looking forward to it now."
Gordon does believe, however, that
Maine's gay and lesbian community
should consider the formation of a statewide symposium committee that would
put the event out to bid.
"That way, if one community had a lot
gojng on, they wouldn't feel like they had
to do it just because it was their tum in the
rotation," Gordon said. "It might also
encourage other communities to produce
the symposium."
Family of Friends
"Something wonderful is going to
happen," says Michael Rossetti of the
Portland Pride Committee, referring to
the yet-undisclosed plans for Portland's
first public pride celebration. .
The Portland Pride Committee was
born last spring when Rossetti said to
Gary Anderson, "We're going to have a
pride march if I have to walk down Congress Street with a sign all by myself,"

Rossetti told Our Paper. The group began
meeting in July.
Since then, the committee has sponsored Pride's Night Out several times
monthly and changed the idea for a pride
march into something else.
· Rossetti and Anderson are very secretive about the specifics of the event, but
they did tell Our Paper it will be "a very
positive, supportive, highly visible, public
happening with, hopefully, a performance
night and exhibition occurring simultaneously." "The event will occur partly
in the air," Rossetti added.
For Rossetti, organizing the celebration has a very special meaning. Following a personal tragedy last May, Rossetti
bicycled from Bangor to New York City
in the AIDS Cycle for Life. "I met many
gays and lesbians along the way who were
the best consolation for me," Rossetti
said. "This is my way of saying thank you
to them."
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Blending Spirituality, Politics and Music:
The Ministry of Susan Savell

-~

by Kathryn Baptista
to do it. Then I negotiated my job to be
part-time and began to really work to give
rriyself the creative, intuitive spac_e I needed to write my music. So it was the late
seventies that things began to pour out
of me.
I spent two years - '81 and '82- playing with women' s music performers in
New York City. I started doing clubs, folk
singing in The Other End and McKell's small folk-rock clubs - and by hiring
women in the women' s music industry I
got to know them and play with them and
developed some wonderful relationships . .
So that's how I began in the women's
music movement, although most of my
performances were still with spiritual/
political church people.

Susan Savell is a 39-year-old singersongwriter-minister who lives in Kennebunkpbrt, Maine. She has just released her
first album, "The Power of My Love for
You, " from Heartlight Records .
She is an ordained minister with the
United Church of Christ, and worked fo r
seven years on its national staff, focusing
on women' s and racial issues. She was the
coordinator of the Feminist Spiritual Community. Since December, she has devoted
herself to her music full-time .
Where did you start your music
interests?
Well, I started playing the guitar when
I was fifteen at camp. The camp counselor
that I had a crush on played the guitar and
I'd always been a fairly musical kid.
My grandparents were both professional
musicians - my grandfather played trumpet - in fact, he played first trumpet at
2()th Century Fox for two or three years,
so a lot of the old movies I see are movies
in which he played trumpet. My grandmother, his wife, played soprano saxophone and the banjo, and they met on the
vaudeville circuit where they performed
when they were young.
So, there was a lot of music in my family, and I grew up around a lot of music
and singing. My great-grandmother used
to play the piano, so we did a lot of singing around the piano-as a family .

Of course most don't get Master's
degrees before starting out in the
church ..•
That's true.
Who has most influenced your journ_ey
as a musician?
Musically , the women who have inspired me the most have been Judy Collins,
Joan Baez, and Joni Mitchell, in the earlier
days. And then, Cris Williamson and
Holly Near, and the Alive band. Alive and
Cris Williamson and Holly Near are artists
that I've admired tremendously for many_
years . The first time I ever heard Cris
Williamson's music in 1976 Lremember
putting on the album and I sat down on my
couch and just cried. It was the first time
I had ever felt there was a place in this
world for my music - the music that I hear
and want to express, really could have a
place in the culture. I think that Cris and
Alive are very spiritual artists, and I really
admire Holly's politics. And when I do my
music, I try to combine spirituality- and
politics.
Paul Winter is also someone who has
been very influential in my work beqmse
he represents somebpdy who has had one
foot in the mainstream for a long time, and
still holds to his integrity, creating music
that is very responsible. And he's a success
at doing it. He was an artist in residence
at the Cathedral of St. John the Divine.
That's the kind of thing I would love to do
eventually - to be an artist in residence
at a New Age kind of center, and take
seriously the -traditional religion~ as well
as the new religious synthesis that's
emerging.

photo: Elze.

Some of my songs seem so personal and romantic and I
the personal struggle to relate in a healthy w;y is as
important as the global struggle to relate in a healthy
cooperative
way.
'
.
.
)
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I played the piano when l was young,
but didn't play a portable, popular instrument until I was fifteen at camp. I really
admired my counselor, and she taught me
how to play. I became fairly good at that
quickly and started performing at Girl's
League Assemblies. I think I did my first
performance at sixteen, in high school.
· And in high school I was voted the most .
talented kid in my class because I did a lot
of performing at everything that came up.
At that time I was just doing Joan Baez
and Judy Collins and the early_folkies singers who had songs I thought were
meaningful. When I went to college I continued performing the same type of music.
Then, when I got into seminary in the late
sixties, and joined a women' s consciousness raising group, somebody asked me
why I-didn't write my own music. That had
never occurred to me. So I started to try ·
and found th.at I could do that. So I wrote
a few songs in the early seventies, but I
was so busy working on my Master's degree and then a variety of church jobs that
I didn't have a whole lot of energy to put
into that kind of creative work. It wasn't
really until after I had worked for five
years as a feminist educator in the church
nationally that I just found all this music
w~ntin~ to come out without enough ti!lle

Keep Simple Ceremonies
Follow the quest
Bring crystals and flowers
To the Sea Mother's breast.
The earth is in ruin
And She calls for attention
Lay your hands on her body
And release all the tensions
OJ hate and neglect. *

_Actually, I've done my first two perfor- ,
mances within the women's music circuit
(women's clubs) just this fall. It felt terrifle. I've never been able to do it before.
It's not a very big money-making circuit,
unless you're a really big name in it. And
to break into it is really hard. I've never
been able to afford to go on endless tours
for no guaranteed money, and I've always
had other commitments that were important to me, like family. And performing
at political church circles has been a constant form of support for the last ten years.
It's where I'm best known, and I don't
even have to work at getting performances
in those circles; the invitations come to me.
Until I had money for a manager or a
booking agent to begin to be aggressive
about booking me I just couldn't work in
the other sphere. So, it's not that I've been
far away from those circles, and, in fact ,
I've known most of the women in that industry for years . I've worked with them
musically, but I've never performed in that
arena. So it's been fun to do that twice in
the last month. The response has been very
positive, so I think it'll work. I'll probably
end up doing some of the festivals next ·
year.
So I started out in the church like a lot
of black performers ...

* From ''The Power of My Love for
You, " Heartlight Records. Used
with permission.
Who has influenced your spiritual
journey?
I think spiritually I have been most influenced by women on a spiritual journey.
There's a flood of faces that comes to me
as I think about it. Women I've been ~orking with for the last fifteen years, in church
circles, in feminist organizing, who have
really inspired my sense of the kind of
transformation that' s happening right now
in consciousness.
I've been particularly influenced by
black women, by their sense of long-term
commitment - what Valerie Russell
would call sustaining power. I've learned
a lot from black women because they have
been involved in a spiritual journey for
centuries in this country . What I've learned
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from them is the depth and power it takes
to sustain the journey toward transfo rmation for long, long time, not just a couple of years like the Women 's Movement,
as we've known it, but for decades and
centuries, and to do that with the most incredible sense of grace and power. Hearing their stories of their moments of
triumph in the process has been very moving for me.
I have a sense that all of us who are
wanting to create justice and peace on this
earth are involved in a process that will go
on , I' m sure, long after I'm dead. Knowing that that's a process I'm committing my
entire life to is different than committing
myself to a movement that may last a year
or two . I feel that we have work to do that
will take that long. And the only model we
have is black history.
Valerie and I used to talk about how difficult it is for white women to understand
the amount of effort it takes to stay in a
struggle over a long period of time because
we're so used to getting what we want
when we want it. The black women , on th.e
other hand, have this history , and they
know that they're in it for a long time.
Reading their literature and listening to
them talk about what that struggle has
meant to them and their families is very
inspiring. I feel. a strong connection to
black women's spirituality.
I'm also inspired by Native American
spirituality, because it is indigenous to this
country. Everywhere I go I feel the images
from that spiritual tradition.. Protestant
Puritanism is not native to this land; it was
brought here by protestors - by people
who were protesting the rigidity Qf the
Anglo-Catholic tradition. But even so, they
were as oppressive. I've travelled all over
this country·, and l 've seen its beauty, and
I relate to that beauty out of that sense of
reverence that I think is central to the
Native American reverence for the earth.
My religious journey has mostly been in- .
spired by women whose shift in consciousness has been so powerful, black women
and Native American people, especially.
And my music is filled with themes and
images that reflect those influences.

·a

I read that you are working on a project
in which you hope to become a local
minister or pastor. Can you tell me
about that?
I sent out a letter to people I thought
would be interested , mostly people who
still wanted some connection to the Christian tradition. Everyone I sent the letter to
is also very committed to alternative forms
of spiritual practice. So, I was calling it
a New Age Ecumenical Christian Church
- ecumenical meaning the whole world.
We need about thirty individuals or
families to start, and I have about 23
positive responses. That's an exciting
possibility.
What I really want to do more than
anything is write music, preach, and sing,

and do meditations - exercise that kind
of creative leadership. The church would
be a way to continuously do my music, and
the writing I want to do, rehearse and practice and sing, and just keep it going ,
because it's very hard to sustain the
creative energy when you don 't have
specific things to write for . I'm hoping this
will give me an opportunity to write songs
about a whole range of spiritual journey
themes.

In your music you use a lot of political
themes and life issues. What have you
been looking at recently and putting
into song?
I have always written a lotjust about the
struggle to be in a healthy relationship or
family. Some of the stuff I have been
writing lately has been humorous dealings
with the struggle for intimacy . I think
that's always been the major focus of my
work. Some of my songs seem so personal
and romantic , and I think the personal
struggle to relate in a healthy way is as important as the global struggle to relate in
a helllthy, cooperative way .
How we find the balance between the integrity in our own personal lives and our
political lives is very important.
The other thing I've been writing about
is Big Mountain - that's a struggle that
really inspires me, because so often the
very important political issues that we are
facing are places far away from this country , like Nicaragua, Africa, and Asia, and
what's really unusual is to have a concrete
example of people struggling for independence right here in this country . Especially
when so much of their struggle is for the
rest of this culture to take seriously its
spiritual understanding of the sacredness
of the earth. So spirituality and politics,
things that I really care about, converge in
that issue.
·
I think the most ~xciting thing I'm doing
in my work right now is inviting other people to write music with me. At my concert
I invited people to create lyrics and I
created music - it's-really -a fun experience! I've been doing that in all my con-

The first time I ever heard Cris Williamson's music I
remember putting on the album and I sat down on my couch
and just cried. It was the first time I had ever felt there
was a place in this world f~r my music.
as having the product. So for a month
before, I developed a discipline of eating
very well , got off caffeine and other toxic
substances , and began a process of aerobic
dancing on a daily basis, and meditation ,
and went into a form of physical training.
I did a lot of vocal exercises to strengthen
my voice. For the month before I did the
album I was in a very intense, focused state
of spiritual and physical preparation, so
when I got out there I was in pretty good
shape. The process was one of the most
concentrated and focused experiences of
my life. There wasn't anything to think
about but doing that. It was like clearing
the monkey mind of absolutely everything
else and staying with this one process, so
that the entire process was like a meditation.
And working with people like Terry

My reiigious journey has mostly been inspired by women
· .whose shift in consciousness has been so powerful, especially
black women and Native American people. And my music
is filled with themes and images that reflect those influences.
certs. I've done five concerts and what
people come up with is wonderful , and
what we come up with is wonderful.

Coming up with a positive response to
"God is coming so you'd better be
good?'' (a theme a child, Terry Garthwaite's son, offered at Susan's albumreleasing concert.)
You know what' s interesting? This was
a nine-year-old boy ... What he meant to
say - really wanted to say, but got scared
and couldn't get out fully was, " God is
coming, so you 'd better be good, because
she is wonderful." Thaf' s what he really
wanted to say, and when I picked up on
that , evidently he just sat in his seat and
said, "That's what I meant! That's what ·
I meant-!'' And he shared with me later
about how excited he was that I understood
what he really wanted to say. He's a very
special little kid .
So it's been fun trying to pick up on what
people are thinking and feeling , and doing
something with it. Some have been very
fun ny. I got one in Chicago. Somebody
called out ' 'Trust or Rust!'' That was j ust
perfect) We had a good time with that one.

· Tell me about making the albuµi.
It was wonderful! Lynn Andrews writes
about Agnes Whistling Elk telling her to
make an act of power and then come back
and talk to her. I feel that the album was
my act of power. And I decided to do it
in a way that would make me feel powerful all the way through the process as well

Garthwaite was thrilling for me. She is just
brilliant. And the musicians that we chose
. to work with are all lovely people, not just
wonderful musicians. The process of doing
it was fun. We worked very hard, unrelentingly at times. We' d have eight hours in
the studio and then go home and work for
several more hours for the next day. It was
a very intense experience - very few days
off, because once you book the studio it's
important that you go straight through. We
had some weekends off, but even those
weekends were spent with assignments to
prepare for the next series of songs.
I really loved being in the studio. I felt
like I could have been born there. It felt
comfortable to me. I found the process
fascinating. I loved what we did ; I loved
what we came up with . For me, it was a
very stretching experience. I learned a lot
about my own abilities arid to know what
I want, so I gained a lot of confidence in
my own abilities as a musician .

Technically, the music is a lot deeper
and richer than I have ever heard in
your tape or concerts.
I have a lot to thank Terry Garthwaite
fo r . The wonderful thing about working
with her is that she appreciates all kinds
of music , and as a producer, she really
listens to your music and helps it become
the best of what it is. She doesn't listen and
say , " Okay , we' re going to make this
sound like this." That's why everything
she produces sounds totally different. The'

way we started was to nave me stand in
my living room in Kennebunkport and sing
the songs to her a cappella, and she would
listen to it and get a sense from the ground
up what the instrumentation would be to
really make this song itself.
There were ·some things I knew I
wanted, so I also learned that it was a real
partnership. I knew I wanted strings on
"Hollow of my Heart" and oboe in some
places. Terry had never worked with string
arrangements, but was willing to experiment with me, so we hired Mary Watkins
to take responsibility for that part of it. It
was wonderful, because there were many
ways I intuitively knew what I wanted and
Terry knew how to actually do that. And
there were other times when she knew
what she wanted to hear on a piece, that
was totally new and surprising to me, and
I loved watch'.ing her come up with some
wonderful ideas.

What are your plans for the next year
in terms of your music career?
Well, I hope to selLas many albums as
humanly possible in the next year. I'd like
to be on the road about one week out of
every month. I would like to be here doing
the new peace church, two times a month,
- on Sundays. And I would also like to
develop a radio show, which is a new germ
of an idea that is gestating.
I would like to find a way to get my
music on the airwaves . I would love to do
another album with Terry , really quickly.
We decided we'd meet once a year here ,
once a year there . Going to California
every winter would be terrific . I'd like to
do an album every two years, Lots of
people have done it. First I have to sell
enough albums to get the money back to
put into the next one .

You mentioned that relationships are
very important to your work, and you
are a very out lesbian. On the other
hand, you perform for church groups a
lot, and although the U.C.C. is very progressive, as many church organizations
go, it still has its conservative influences.
What has been the response to that?
The way I have decided to deal with my
sexuality in the church is to respond appropriately in the moment in the ways that
feel right to me . Usually , my way of coming out has been to tell people with whom
I have a relationship , so that it makes
sense. It 's part of a natural , organic sharing of part of my life with someone with
whom I want to share my life. I am not
a button wearer, and have a hard time with
inaki11g general announcements about my
relational life. So I've chosen to come out
as the occasion feels right.

In some instances, it' s different. For example , I was invited to a conference at
Harvard Divinity School - a national
gathering of lesbian and gay seminarians
- to do the keynote address. It felt perfectly fine for me to do because I really wanted
to be able to resource that community of
people.
I had been working on the national staff
of the church for three years. I liked them;
they like me . I felt comfo rtablt I felt that
they had become a family fo r me . So,
when I gave this keynote presentation, a
combination of lecture and music , I sent
a copy to all the national staff of the church
with a memo saying ''I thought you might
be interested in this new dimension of my
ministry .'' And I got some wonderful
responses from some of them, especially
from the black staff members . They said
they were deeply moved by it, and stood
with me on my journey and my struggle,
and supported me.
I heard that the head of my board stood
•1p in a staff meeting and said, " I suppose
rou ' ve received Susan's memo. Well ,
vhat I have to say about it is this: I have
1ever doubted the authenticity of her
ministry. And that' s all I have to say ."
Then he sat down.

I'm gonna be a mean old woman
Someday before I die!
I'm gonna be a mean old woman,
Someday before I cry anymore!
I'm gonna scream, shout,
let the ugly out And you 're gonna feel what
demanding 's about When I sing the
mean old woman blues. *

.-

* From "The Power of My Love for You,"
Heartlight Records. Used with permission.
There were people in other Protestant
denominations being fired for coming out.
However, what they often did was send a
letter to the personnel committee asking for
a decision about the status of their staff
position. I never did that. I sent a memo
for people's information. I never asked
anyone to make any decisions about it, or
to truce a stand one way or the other. It was
just a way of my sharing something about
myself I thouglit was important.
There have been other situations like that
when I felt it was important to come out.
For instance, I did a conference with the
Women' s lnterstaff team that I was part of
in California. I was pn a panel and we were
i
talking about crucial issues in our journey
toward liberation. And I could not talk
about that without talking about what it was
like to be a lesbian. And so I came out at
;
that event. There were shock waves reverberating that felt their way through the
area.
However, that was the late '70s, and just
this last August I was invited to be the
Worship Coordinator; invited to create the
worship services at the next gathering
several years later, and to also do a full
concert. Clearly , the people are dealing
with it. There may be·turnover in people,
so people may not know , but the point is
that I have been out in the denomination
and most of the people in power in the
church know and still · find it within
themselves to invite me to do major performances and keynote presentations.
Sometimes I travel without knowing who
knows what, which fs fi ne with rrie,
because I don't need to be anxious about it.
I continue with that process of sharing
when it's appropriate to what I am presenting, or when it's appropriate to the nature .
of the relationship I'm trying to develop
with a person or group of people, and
that's the way I've found it to be most com- _
fortable. And so far , it's worked . I've felt
pretty much in control of the process , and
have felt very good about how I've handled
it, and how the church has handled it.
The s~ga will continue.
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The ''Modern Problem'' of Herj>es- Part One
by R.J. Ba~
(Th.is is a two-part series on Herpes.
This'month 's column will describe herpes,
its symptoms, transmission, and complications.)
We tend to think of herpes as a ''modem
problem," the result of the so-called "sexual revolution." Herpes, however, is not
new. There are historical references to
both genital and oral herpes that go back
to Rome at the time of Christ's birth, and
it is referred to by Shakespeare in Romeo
flnd Juliet. In the 1700's, herpes was cons1dered an occupational hazard of prostitution.
In the 1940's, it was discovered that
herpes was caused by a virus; in the 60's,
it was found that oral herpe~ and genital
herpes are generally caused by two different types of the virus. But, for the most
part, herpes was so unfamiliar to us that
it was frequently misdiagnosed into the
early 1980's!
By now though, most uf us have heard
of genital herpes, a sexually-transmitted
viral infection. Though not life-threatening,
there is no cure for herpes; people who
have herpes will have the infection for life,
even if they never have any problems or
symptoms.
A great deal is now known about herpes.
There are many herpes viruses; EpsteinBarr virus, which causes mononucleosis;
cytomegalovirus, which caus~s an infection similar to mono; and herpes varicellazoster, which causes the childhood illness
of chicken pox and a painful skin condition of adulthood called shingles. Jhe
name herpes comes from a Greek word
meaning "to <,:rawl," perhaps describing
the virus' ten<lency to recede and hide in
areas of the nervous system.
There are anywhere from 5 to 20 million
Americans with genital herpes; perhaps a
half-million new cases are diagnosed each
year. Genital herpes is caused by the

herpes simplex virus type 2, or HSV 2.
Oral herpes - "cold sores" - is caused
by HSV 1. (There is some cross-over;
about 10% of oral herpes is caused by
HSV 2, and 15-20% of genital herpes is
caused by HSV 1.)
Oral herpes is transmitted by kissing. It
is very common in schoolchildren. Genital
herpes is transmitted by sexual contact,
vaginal intercourse, anal intercourse, oralgenital and oral-anal sex, and frottage and
tribadism (close body-to-body and vulvato-vulva contact, common lovemaking
practices for gay men and lesbians.) It is
entirely possible to transmit herpes during
sex between men or sex between women.
Herpes has the same characteristics, regardless of a person's sexual preference.
When we talk about genital herpes, we
are usually referring to the painful sores
(also called blisters or lesions) that typify
the infection. There are also many other
symptoms which appear before the sores;
a person may feel fluish, with fever, aches,
chills, lack of energy, and swollen lymph
nodes in the groin. These symtoms are
called_the prodrome. Just before the sores
actually appear, there may be a tingling
sensation in the affected area.
The sores can be very painful. They
often look like small blisters, appearing on
skin surfaces and mucous membranes,
especially the vulva, inside of the vagina,
and cervix (in women), and on the penis
(in men). Both men and women may have
sores in the anal area, and rarely, the
urethra. Herpes may appear on the buttocks, thighs, scrotum, 'and other skin surfaces as well, but this is less common.
The sores may itch, bum, throb, or
cause feelings of pressure. When urine
touches a sore, it is extremely painful,
often described as a burning sensation.
Tight clothing and sexual contact may also
be highly irritating. The area mrrounding
th!! sores may be swollen and red . .The
sores may appear individually, or in

clusters.
of genital and oral herpes mentioned
Gradually; these blisters rupture and
' earlier. ·
drain, and then .dry up. They heal with
People can also self-inoculate themminimal, if any, scarring. Sores on the cerselves, causing sores to spread to other
vix are usually not felt, but may produce
areas by scratching the blisters. This is
a watery vaginal discharge.
more likely to occur during the initial
These symptoms are generally more
outbreak.
severe during a person's first "outbreak"
Herpes can be spread to the eyes. Forof herpes infection, which may last up to
ninately, ocular herpes can be successfully
3 weeks. After the sores heal, the virus is
treated, with proper care. Doctors and denstill present, but it has receded into certists often get herpes of the fingers, called
tain cells in the person's nervous system.
Herpetic Whitlow, from contact with paThere, the virus lies dormant, until
tients who have oral or genital herpes.
something causes a recurrence of the
It has been suggested that herpes can be
herpes sores. These flare-ups, which last
transmitted in hot tubs, steam rooms, and
an average of 7-10 days, are caused by dif- .. saunas. While this may be true, it is largely
ferent things, including emotional stress,
unsubstanti.ated , and does not serve as a
poor health, menstruation, ovulation, sunreason to avoid these facilities. Herpes is
burn, and sexual intercourse.
not transmitted by toilet seats - ·a comThe appearance of recurrent herpes may
mon fallacy.
be less typical, looking like insect bites,
The incubation period for herpes is be. tiny cuts, scabs, or-raw spots. It's a good
tween 2 and 20 days, with an average of
idea to keep a record of recurrences to see
about 6.
if there's a specific pattern to the outOccasionally, herpes can have complica~
breaks. The recurrences are milder than
tions . If bacteria gets into a sore, it can
the first outbreak, and for most people,
become infected, which delays healing.
flare-ups occur less and less frequently
Some people have extreme difficulty
over time . On the .a verage, people with
urinating, due to pain. Often, a herpes outherpes experience 3-4 outbreaks annually.
break contributes to a person's stress.
(Some people have no recurrences, but
Some complications can occur when the
they .are still infected with the virus.)
virus has receded into the nerves; it can
Herpes is most often transmitted when
. spread to the membranes covering the
sores are present. It is known that the sores
brain and spinal cord, causing a form of
shed live virus, especially in the first 5
meningitis. Rarely, encephalitis occurs
days. It is also known that the affected area
when the virus infects the brain and spinal
can shed virus even when there are no
cord.
sores, so there is debate regarding whether
or not herpes can be transmitted even when
(Next month: how herpes is diagnosed
a person doesn't have any sores. Of
and treated, prevention, social and emocourse, people can be unaware that they
tional issues, and resources.)
have sores, particularly if those sores are
in the vagina, on . the cervix, or in the
rectum.
People with oral cold sores, which appear on the lips, can transmit the virus to
another person when performing oral sex.
This is what account~ for _the cross~ver

••••••••••••

The AIDS Project Expands·and Changes Focus
By Brenda Buchanan
The AIDS Project is in transition as 1987
arrives , as it's being called upon to provide more direct services to people with
AIDS and ARC while continuing its educa- Jional efforts.
~ The job of support services coordinator
offers the best example of changing needs.
It was created as a 10-hour per week position last year and funded by donations,
mostly from the Maine Health Foundation.
Social worker Debbie Walsh filled the
position during the first months of its existence, but eventually found she did not
have sufficient time in 10· hours to serve
all the clients who needed service. And it
was impossible to do more while holding
down a regular 40-hour a week job with
the city of Portland.
So last fall Josh Noble, a social worker
who had been a volunteer with AIDS
organizations in Seattle, Boston and New
York, took over the position. He found that
limiting his time to 10 hours a week was
impractical.

Walsh ''was like a magnet,'' Anderson
said, drawing out of the woodwork all of
the people who needed advocacy or companionship or legal assistance, people who
had not sought support before because .
there wasn't really anyone to as.k .
Thus the creation of a quarter-time job
created awareness of the need for a lot
more than that. As Noble said recently, ''I
really can't plan a day."
There would probably still be an endless
number of tasks if the position were made
full-time, he said, but at least that step
would allow more service tha1,1 is now
possible.
The question that's preoccupying TAP
as the new year arrives is where money
will come from to fill the need for more
client services. According to Anderson,
the Bureau of Health's AIDS-related
money is sufficiently earmarked by the
federal government for education and
testing, and the Department of Human Services has said it sees no need for client services personnel within TAP, because its
own caseworkers are able to serve the

needs of AIDS and ARC clients.
Anderson takes issue with that contention, saying that the DHS workers have not
had sufficient training on issues that set
AIDS apart froin other disabling illnesses,
and that lack has shown itself in less-thansatisfactory assistance given to some
PWAs.
.
He is counting on the state Advisory
Committee on AIDS to back up his belief
and help convince DHS to loan TAP some
of the still-unspent $65,000 it was given
for education in fiscal 1986-87 so that TAP
can either provide or contract out for client
services. Whatever money would be given
to TAP would have to be replaced by DHS
froqi some other source, Anderson said,
but that's a problem that can be solved in
the bureaucracy of Augusta after the needfor-services crisis is alleviated.
Getting some state money for client services will serve two other purposes. It will
allow the money raised for TAP by the
Visual Aid Auction (TAP was given 40
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- Last month's article on circumcision
contained two significant typesetting errors.
The first line of the article should have
read, "A th:ee-day-old baby boy is taken
from the nursery" etc. instead of "A threeyear-old" etc. Also, under "Brochure" at
the end of the article, the title-of the pamphlet from The American Academy of
Pediatrics is "Care of the Uncircumcised
Penis" not "Case of the Uncircumcised
. "Sorry' RJ
Pems.
..

percent of the profit, which will be between $8,000 and $10,000) to be used for
patient needs - such as transportation,
unexpected costs, phone bills and clothing
- rather than for staff, and it will ease the
dependence on the Maine Health Foundation, which has been TAP's main source
of support since it was founded.
The Foundation has every intention of
stepping aside as TAP's main benefactor
so it can tum its energy to other AIDSrelated projects. It recently agreed to pay
for TAP's new Deering Street office for
a year, but let it be known that when its
grant for the 10-hour position expires, it
won't be renewed.
· Anderson said that decision will force
the state to deal with the need for client services, and he praised the Foundation for
its consisten~ support of TAP and its
political savvy in knowing when to drop
the ball into the state's court.
·
''The Maine Health Foundation has
done more than its share," he said.
In addition to paying for everything from
TAP' s rent to the social worker's salary,
the Foundation paid Anderson a stipend
every month that he served as AIDS-line
coordinator, It wasn't until last July that
state money came through to compensate
him as executive director, which is what
his job had evolved into.
Anderson expects 1987 to be a busy
year. He said an important lesson TAP
learned in 1986 was that it does not have
the situation under control, and it probably
continued on page 11

TAP

Anderson said volunteers always are
needed, as are donations of money or
useful items. Call the AIDS line or TAP's
office, 774-6877, for more information.

continued from page 10

::::::::::::::::::::::::;::;::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::

never will, now that the need for more extensive support services has shown itself.
· When TAP was primarily a telephone
hotline and speakers' bureau, he said,
many of those affiliated with the project
thought they could handle anything. That
attitude has been proven wrong, Anderson
said, but he's convinced TAP still can accomplish a great deal.
"We've progressed wonderfully in the
past two years," he said, adding that the
organization owes thanks to the Maine
Lesbian/Gay Political Alliance as well as
the Maine Health Foundation, because
MLGPA's work led to the creation of the
state Advisory Committee, which gives
TAP and other AIDS organizations in
Maine support and clout with the Legislature.
''The Advisory Committee is thinking
big," he said. "Whether that will translate
into support in the Legislature is another
thing, but we'll see."
TAP's new office is at 48 Deering
Street. It's a large, multi-room space that
will allow counseling, educational programming, administrative work and testing
to take place simultaneously. In January,
evening hours for testing will be instituted,
Anderson said, as the city has decided to
allow nurses to work with TAP in its alternative test site program.
New AIDS-line hours also have been
set. They are Mondays and Wednesdays
from 6 to 9 p.m. and Saturdays from
9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
The AIDS-line numbers are 775-1267
within the Portland calling area and
1-800-851-AIDS from other parts of
Maine.
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"We're not opposed to working independently," Wyman said. "We'll sup 0
port anything and everything we can that
is productive and constructive, and which
doesn't violate our principles and
philosophy.'' ·
At its December 14 meeting, the
MLGPA Steering Committee voted against
meeting with Wyman and reaffirmed its in~
tention to pursue enactment of the civil
rights bill.
In a guest column in the Bangor Daily
News, McCormick expressed doubt about
Wyman's "reasonable, conciliatory tone."
Referring to Wyman's correspondence
to League members, McCormick wrote,
''Wyman regularly uses the issue of homosexual rights to raise money. When in
public Wyman may put on a compassionate, understanding face, but his internal
communications often play upon the fears
of his members, exhorting them to donate
as much money as they can to this or that
campaign so that the league can stop the
homosexuals who are after their children."
McCormick also propounded the importance of civil rights protections to an effective fight against AIDS.
"On the one hand we want the gay community to cooperate in combatting the
disease by coming forward and doing
whatever is necessary,'' McCormick told

Our Paper, ''but on the other hand people
risk losing their jobs and their ho~es if
they do so. The government can't have it
both ways.''
Conceding that McCormick's argument
"carries with it a certain logic from the
perspective of those supporting civil rights
for homosexuals," Wyman said it doesn't
carry weight for those people who cannot
support homosexual civil rights because of
moral conviction."
The defeat of the legislation will be part
of the Christian Civic League's agenda,
said Wyman.

Alternate
much you humanly love them, It goes
beyond human words and emotions when
the ultimate goal and drive is perfection
with God. The more you follow the call
the less you can explain where you are to
others in a way that'they" can truly understand, because they have not made similar,
special , unique personal choices and
therefore, the more you must separate
yourself from the sheep and love them unconditionally, like God.
Jesus could not claim to intimately know
the perfection of God, prove His knowing
by performing major miracles and be having sex on the side at the same time! To
become that close to perfection or completeness, there would be no sex drive or
desire. Most of us are not called to be that
close to God and we make love or have sex
because we are not complete and need to
honestly fulfill ourselves, regardless of
sexual preference. From the beginning,
Jesus was willing and able to overcome all
basic fears and human needs and ultimately
offer his own life. This climax was the

point of the forty days and forty nights in
the Wilderness, the Garden of Gethsemane
and His Crucifixion. To aim for God's
Perfection is all or nothing at all. But
remember, very few are truly beckoned to
take the "road less traveled" to the extent
that Jesus did. "Many are called but few
are chosen." We all have the potential in
us, to evolve as Jesus did, by putting on
the Spirit of Christ. We are not less loved
nor valued for not reaching that potential,
because He gives His love "unconditionally.'' Jesus was asking us to know, accept
and love our real selves - "To Thine Own
Self Be True,'' to live, share and celebrate
this genuine, _mature love with others seeking their own personal truths and to
become more unconditional with our love,
compassion and acceptance of those who
are not yet able to do so. In doing this, our
individual worths, purposes and callings
,, become self-evident, fall into place and we
are in true harmony with God, including
our true need for love-making and our
honest sexual preferences.

Announcement
The Gay Men's Social Association has
been re-organized in the ~t. Washington
Valley of New Hampshire and Maine. The
Association's goal is to bring together Gay
men socially and to provide a safe, confidential atmosphere for them to meet. Gay
men who are interested in finding out more
about joining are invited to write G.M.S .A. ,
~.O. Box 294, Conway , N.H. 03818. All
names and addresses will be kept in the
strictest confidence.
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portland, me

We vVish everyone a
happy & healthy New Year.
Thanks for your continued support.
See yo,u in '87.-
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Susan Savell Celebrates Release_of First AlbUin
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A jubilant Susan Savell celebrated the release of her first album, "The Power
of My Love for You," with a concert held at Russell Hall, lJSM-Gorham on
November 18. Joining Susan were: Terry Garthwaite, vocalist and record
producer from San Francisco; .piauist and singer Janet Hood from Boston,
formerly a member of "Jade and Sasparilla"; John Clark, acoustic bass
player from Boston; Barbara Borden, dru~er and percussionist with the
women's jazz quintet "Alive"; and Kay Gardner, flutist and composer from
Stonington, Maine.
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for You''

Drummer and percussionist Barbara Borden
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Susan Savell Oeft) and Terry Garthwaite.
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Portland Business Meeting Held
by Pam Gordon
Gays and lesbians of Portland are in the
process of forming a gay/lesbian business
association. At the first meeting, held
Tuesday, November 25 , those in attendance discussed the need for such a group,
what this group's purpose would be, and
financial and educational aims.
It was decided that the new group is to
be geared to gays and lesbians in business
who want , first of all, to gain power and
have a voice in economic matters. Thus,
for example, the group could go to an investment group and create their own
mutual fund . These activities would benefit
the gay community as well as letting the
straight community know how much
money (i.e. clout) is spent or exercised by
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Wle need graphic Inspiration.
From time to time, we at Our Paper need help designing logos and other
headings: If you have graphic arts skills and a little bit of time to offer.
we'd Jove to hear from you. Contact Fred at 773-5540 .or write Our
Paper, P.O. Box 10744. Portland, Maine 04104.

.---------------------------------~.~~~.;._~~~~~~~~~~~~~LEE
MURCH

Income Tax Preparer

A careful, personal service
specializing in
, craftspeople, small business
and individual returns.

61.MAINE STREET, BRUNSWICK,MAINE
i •' .
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would like to thank
Barb Wood (and her Associates)
for direc!ing and producing her
40th Gayla Birthday Celebration
Penny would also like to thank all her wonderful
friends for attending and for keeping it such a
BIG surprise!
P.S. Thanks for all the gifts, including the
microwave!

I

We need people with black and white film developing experience to help
us out. Someone to process film, or to teach more of us how to do that, or
to let those of us who already know how use your darkroom on occasion.
If you can offer us any assistance, please call Fred at 773-5540 or write
Our Paoer, P.O . Box 10744, Portland, Maine 04104.

The second meeting, to discuss our next
move, will be held January 14 at 7:00 p.m.
at 751 Main St., Condo #70, So. Portland,
773-7197. All participants should come
with their two. highest bm,iness priorities
(e.g. investment, obtaining insurance,
creating a "gay say") and two things they
think a gay and lesbian business group
should do .

PENNY RICH .

\ -t'

Darkroom types, please apply.

the gay community.
In addition, the guild would educate gay
and lesbian people through seminars offered to the community on relevan\ business and economic topics .
The guild would also act as a referral
service for doctors, lawyers, accountants,
and real estate brokers who are gay or
sympathetic to the community.
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Blue denim promises fade
Stretched across a thigh, a sigh.
Wishful thinking tugs at the
waistband.
Each tear a patch or letting it
All hang out. Something mor~
Substantial, a golden heart-shaped
Locket (what's a little hair)
To prove you're mine to wear.
Wildflowers can be pressed
Foxing memories, keeping
Color unlike indigo
Time and again washed out,
Losing the new hue
To a worn out skeleton.

Scrape of wind through
Winter-wasted- flowers,
Torie poem of nostalgia,
,
Languished melancholie of safer times
When men loved men
In passionate abandonment.
N o·w plastic walls are stronger barriers
To freely given selves
Than any remembrance of what use to be.
Onc~-upon-a-time was when men
Flowed as change through hands.
Fairy-land will never be th~ same again.
Prince Charming's kiss as
Dangerous as the wicked witch.
Kirk T. Klebe

Wondering past-tense,
was 1t· good , or
Only mediocre.
h · h h b
d
T e mg t as urne
A way like a cigarette
After sex; lying in bed
·
d
Watchmg you ress,
Buttoning your shirt,
The little things that
Make you masculine :

To S.J.

· ·

Fixmg your pants
And settling them on
your hips ~ checking
It out, notic.:ing tl)e fit.
Th th h ·ta t ta
en e es1 n s re
That asks the question
Of the both of us,
Should we meet again.

~·

Kirk T . Klebe

Read that you died today
"After a long illness" the obit said Not that fateful acronym.
You died for us long ago
Retreated to your books and
your thoughts.
We respected your decision
but wanted to tell you our
selfish thoughts.
You denied us our mourning .
we mourn today ·
We loved you in our gay way ·and
we rruss
· you. Thank you
for letting us know you.
Goodbye.
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''(Another) ,Auromomage to Charlies 'Ives"
When the heat sidles up
and the drape ernrnulsion grape tape
sidles sideways
put another silicone
collomercially bejewelled
on the plastic saddle
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on the pastry,
Queen of Day
what a spray
oceanic on the drei...
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tres gray ·
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Codenda corolary:
c h"mg th e cages, changes,
Gamble slots and bang the pots
have what we here
but another spiritual Irish beer.
Pass the onions; he don't yeats,
he just grates.
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and don't forget
to roll the r's

.
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and psychology
are synonymously paralell
treaquals
of what human is
squall
and about:
simpleristically stated ,
one of two prevelancies ;
I'd rather wear clothes
than be nude I 'd rather be nude
- than wear clothes the second is closer to truth ,
but we are human
and both somewhat necessary.
Here is another queer hat.
a.m. fine

POETRY
,

I

i:

-t{
-t{
-t{
-t{ '
-t{
-t{
-t{
-t{ •
· -t{
-t{
-t{ j
-t{
-t{ .
-t{ :
-t{
-t{
-t{

Kirk T. Klebe
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"Schizzoid"
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a.m. fine
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Eulogy For An Individual
by Dawn
At least once in your lifetime, you need
to meet an individual who really is ... an individual. One who doesn't quite seem to
. fit any mold , but .cuts their own patterns
in life.
My friend was such a person. Oh, it
wasn't always an acceptable way to be,
especially in her eyes. In fact, it was quite
frustrating most of her life, and involved
many years of emotional problems that
seemed insurmountable.
Various factors attributed to her instability, and often she would look back on
her past with guilt and regret at not having done things differently. But that only
increased her anguish as she felt so helpless
to change the patterns of failure.
Too much time was spent worrying
about what others might think about her
life, what she. did , where she went, who
she saw, and why. It was so much easier
to simply follow rather than find her own
way. So inteose·was her desire to fit in somewhere, anywhere - that she would
deny her very soul to please someone else.
A classic case of manic depressive, she
could be to the highest point of almost
unbearable exultation, and then her mood
would swing so low that thoughts (even
plans) of suicide became an (?bsession. She
seemed to be on a pendulum, swinging to
different extremes, but not really finding
the balance which she knew was so essen. tial to her very existence. She realized her
problems , but.could not seem to grasp the
1
· solutions.
·

Then she started writing what she could
not verbalize and, slowly, her life began
to change. As ink flowed from the pen ,
thoughts and emotions were released and
she found they were much easier to deal
with than she had realized. When problems
or stress would start choking her, she
found solace in writing about them, Jor it
seemed to steal the power from their hold.
She began to let go of her past - the
sheltered life as an overprotected child, the
rebellious teenage runaway times, the wild
period of crime and passion, the repentant
fanatical religious life, the hidden lesbianlover years, even the comfortable span of
solitude. Instead of resigning herself to being alone, she reached for the opportunity
to be with others . She found herself
relating to people regardless of age, size,
color, language, gender, or any other
variables which so often build the walls of
intolerance.
Being attracted to particular individuals
regardless of gender, but unwilling to settle
for one-night-stands, she termed herself a
bisexual celibate. Once again she did not
fit the mold, but lived in a double closet.
Unable to 'come out' to her homophobic
straight .friends, she also feared semihostility among the gay/lesbian community
of which ·she had become an active part.
Listening to their arguments about the actual existence of bisexuals, she realized she
had found intolerance where she least expected it - from those who were also
fighting for their rights of preference. The
issue of having freedom to live a lifestyle
outside the standards of others was forgotten, as they seemed unwilling to accept

what she knew about herself. This became
a source of uneasiness for her as she
struggled with her own identity. ·
Then the day came when she faced what
she had feared - that she might never truly
fit into anyone else's mold. But it no longer
mattered for she was learning to accept the
responsibility she had to herself as well as
to those around her. Growing as she faced
confrontation, she finally realized that it
was not always necessary to agree with the
opinions of others; She began to enjoy life,
and discovered even more freedom to live
out her own. destiny . She no longer had
time for fair-weather friends, nor did she
have room in her life for bigotry of any
form. New strength developed out of a
confidence in who she was . She had found
that security and sense of belonging that
had eluded her for so long. She h;id found
herself.
Rather than try to change her actions,
she focused on controlling her re-actions
which enabled her to deal with the present.
The past was still there, but no longer condemned her. The stumbling blocks of her
youth became stepping stones. She· found
strength in experience and became aware
of the fact that , in some form , she had
already encountered much of what others
would share with her about their own lives.
She listened and learned. Sometimes she
could give advice; other times she would
only reflect, realizingwhy she had gone
through such circumstances, and the peace
of understanding became very real to her.
Through each new experience, she had
continued to write - about the good times
and the bad, confusion and enlightenment.

She even began to share some of her work
with trusted friends and gave copies to
those who had inspired her in whatever
way . Her extensive writings were never
kept in an organized manner and some are
probably lost forever. But they served their
purpose, and she eventually discovered
that she no longer needed to write for
therapy. Now she could focus on more I
unselfish work .
Growing old gracefully bad never entered
her mind, as she expected to die at a young
age. Each day became a precious challenge
that she fully accepted and met. She
wanted to make the most out of what was
left, but not for herself only. She loved to · 1
make people laugh and was always.ready
to help a friend . Whether to share her
material possessions or give of herself a ride home when one stayed too long .at
the bar, or simply to listen and give a hand I1
of encouragement when one seemed to be
losing that grip on reality - she was
always there .
Much more than a friend, this individual !
was my teacher, and I cannot imagine what
my life would have been without her. She ·
opened my heart and taught me to learn .
Our years together deepened my love ang _
respect for her as she taught me the value
of relationships . We laughed and loved and
shared our lives. She became a permanent
part of me and not e .en death can separate
us·.
There is no doubt that she will live'
forever in the heart-memories of those
' whose lives she touched and strengthened .
• Beauty never dies, and she was truly beautiful.
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·Hello boys and girls! It's so good to be
back with you after almost 8 months. We ,
David and I, have moved to THE GOLDEN
STATE .. . California. San Diego, to be
exact. It's so beautiful and I have a
gorgeous tan. Although I am over 3000
miles away , you all are in my thoughts
daily. I will return in 1987 to visit with
everyone. Enough of the greetings and
how-have.-you-been' s ... let's· get on with
the latest news .
I am totally appalled by th.e crosscountry craze, we call FOOTBALL! Now
I may be a little old fashioned and not
know anything about this sport .. . except
it's a bunch of full grown men ~layi_ng pig
pile; but, I do know the only thmg 1t does
is interrupt the regularly scheduled programrning on television. Us girls know,
you can't miss a minute of DYNASTY or
it th.rows the whole show off course. I tried
to be fair. I sat down one time and watched
an entire game and it worked my nerves
to a frazzle . I had to take two Valium. Being the lady I am, I noticed a few things
that did tickle my curiosity . I want to know
the percentage of these players who are
straight. It was obvious.. . not many . I
noticed the same with th.e butch game of
ALL-AMERICAN Baseball. With the
. latest craze of SAFE SEX going on, these
two games should be banned from public
viewing. All that patting and hugging .. .
that's ON THE FIELD!!! I tell you girls,
I would love to be a fly on the wall in the
locker room. And ·you thought the steam
was from the shower. Wake up and smell
the coffee. Here's something else to think
about .. . the names of some of the players
in football . WIDE RECEIVER-TIGHT
END ... I haven't heard those names since
the last Triple X porno flick I starred in ,
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Macho and Friendly
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BUFFY DOES BUFFALO . One more
time I ask you , how many of those boys I
are straight?
CAN WE TALK ... my dear friend , 1
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are so wonderful. I must admit, better than
her rival late night host ... I don't mean Mr.
Letterman . While visiting Joan last week,
· she ·asked me to be on in February . I was
forced to decline , because I am off to
England to visit my dear friends : Charlie
and Di. We' re having a little dinner party
for the folks. They are all so sweet to me ,
since I help Di with her pregnancy depressions. God that woman can cry a river.
Anyway , Joan said I could be on anytime
I had an available night.
I was forced to end a friendship of 5
years with a very popular garneshow TILE
TURNER. I'm sure you know who I
mean. I found out she was giving out more
"free spins" than my new Whirlpool
dryer. Well I couldn 't believe such gossip
. .. until I caught her in the hay with a certain gameshow host. That girl's in jeopardy ... literally!! Need I say more. I was so
mad .. . to say the least she will never borrow any of my dresses again.
Oh my goodness!! I hate to leave you all
right now, but the clock on the mantle tells
me I am very late for a very important
· meeting . I am the hostess for a small party
I put together. It' s for a few friends in the
music world: Madonna , Janet, Tina,
Stacey Q, Diana, and a couple more close
friends. OH yes , George Michael will be
there , too . He gets so mad when I iny ite
the rest of the girls over for· a dinner party ,
and forget to invite him. It's so typical.
Well TA-TA for now . David sends his
love , too . He always has his nose in my
business. BYE! !
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by Bull O'Nee

lt.'s late Christmas Day. Harry and
Friendly are strolling on Fairy Beach after
spending the day with Friendly's folks in
North Windham.

1
I

"I can't believe your parents," Harry
says. "They were so decent. They treated
me like family . I mean , I felt really
welcome."
"They are really good people. Besides,
they liked you. Why shouldp.'t they treat
you well?"
" I guess I'm just not used to it, My folks
kicked me out when I was sixteen when
they found out about me and Billy . Do they
treat all your lovers that way? "
"All my lovers," Friendly laughs.
"How many do you think I've had? Actually, it hasn't always been so easy. It
took a lot of talking and a lot of time. I
guess I'm really lucky ."
·
"You are lucky," Harry agrees . "Guess
that's something I'll never have."
1
Friendly puts his arm aFound Harry.
• " Sometimes we have to create our own
·families ," he says. They kiss. "Speaking
of which, we'd better get going. We'.Je due
at Ruthie and Gail ' s at five . " ·
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Our Books
is closed permanently.
Its been f Lin.

Later . . .
" Hi guys!" Ruthie greets the men at the
door . They embrace. " How was dinner
with the folks?"
"Great," Harry answers. " You wouldn't
believe Friendly's parents. You ' ll have to
meet them some time. "
Gail enters from the kitchen carrying
two gift boxes. " Hi Sweetums, Merry
Christmas. " She hands them th.e gifts. "I
know how you boys are about delayed
gratification so I thought we'd better get
it over with.''
Harry rips open the package. He pulls
out two pairs of Calvin Klein bikini briefs
- 'one red and one lavendar.
"How did you know? They're beautiful. "
Friendly opens his package. Argyle
socks.
'Tm going to have t0 ask my therapist

what it means when your lesbian friends
give you underwear for Chris~s, ' ' Harry
jokes. " Thanks, here's yqqrs."
Gail and Ruth open theiri gifts - matching leather vests.
' 1
" Wow ·guys, beautiful. Must' ve cost a
fortune , ' ' Ruth says.
_
" Oh, don't worry ," Harry grins. "I had
to sleep with Santa Claus to get them, but
that's okay. Actually that was our second
choice. We wanted to get gift certificates
to the sperm bank but they didn't have 'em.
Maybe next year.''
Ruth pushes Harry down on the couch.
" You guys are wild! What do you want
to drink?"
"We'll have two herbal teas - preferably mint, " Friendly answers. " So how·
was your day? "
"Great. We went to the largest lesbian
potluck in the herstory of. Maine. A real
triple-kegger, '' Gail answers as she heads
back to the kitchen .
"Say," Ruth interjects, "What are you
guys doin ' tonight? Wanna go the Nueva
concert with us?"
"Isn' t that a wirnrnin-only space? "
Friendly asks .
. "No , there are places where men can
sit," Ruth responds.
"Thanks but no thanks. How can you
go along with that shit anyways?'' Friendly
asks.
" Well you guys have your own bars, "
Ruth asserts .
"That's different. I'm not goin' anywhere where 'I can' t sit where I want.
Honey, that went out with Rosa Parks. " ·
Gail returns with the tea . She senses the
tension in the air. "Now, now folks , no
fights . It' s Christmas, remember? Ruthie
will promise to talk to the collective if you
speak with .the bar owners. Deal?"
" Deal ," Friendly agrees. He raises his
teacup in a toast. " Merry Christmas to
all ."
"Merry Christmas, " the others echo.
" May we all spend many more happy
holidays together."
to be continued...
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7 Exchange St., Portland, ME 0411 2 (207) 775- 1281 .

Classifieds
Woman to Woman! Interested in meeting
new friends, companions or someone really special? Call Woman to Woman - the
personalized introduction service for lesbians at (603) 882-6670 after 12 noon
weekdays.
Be t,oiled! Welcoming bed and breakfast
country inn. Old-fashioned, inexpensive,
romantic . Antiques, heirloom quilts, firm
beds, yummy breakfasts. Central Massachusetts near Amherst, Northampton. Unwind. Brochure. Wildwood Inn, Ware,
Massachusetts. 413-967-7798.

Flirt from a safe distance.
Flatter the love of your life.
Fulfill your fondest literary fantasy.

Whether you want to proclaim publicly what you whisper in your sweetie's ear ~very
night, drop a hint to someone that you'd love a winter romance o~ thank l?e :nends
who stick with you through heartthrobs and heartaches , Our Papers Valentme s page
is the place to say it.
,
.
If you act now, your deathless prose can be part of the Our Paper Valent1~e pa~e
in our February edition, and thousands of lesbians ai:td gay men througho?t Mame will
probably spend half the month trying to figure out who you are by _readmg your ads .
Chances are that your sweetie will be tickled to read of _your undymg l~ve (or ~ust),
the one you've been watching from afar will take the hmt, and your fnends will be
.
.
truly touched by your thoughtfulness.
All you have to do is send us $1 for every 30 words. The deadlme to get 1t to us
is January 13.

'

Honest, GWM, 28, seeks companionship
with a Greater Portland GM who enjoys
the outdoors, exercise and beer. Please
write to P.O. Box 1754, Portland, Me.
041,.
·
GM, 29, seeks GM to place ove~ gentle
heat, mix with a dry measure of humor to
taste, with fresh optimism and a pinch of
ancient Cynicism, to fold in love, Jet spirits
steam, cover with imagination, and simmer for eternity. P. 0 . Box 5114, Station
A, Portland, Me 04101.

Apartment for Rent - Recently refinished - Located intown Portland in a comfortable building. Sorry no pets. Call early am or after 5 pm. 772-5521.
Female Housemates Needed. For approx.
6 months. Beautiful house with 4 bedrooms, fireplace, great heat. Woodfords
section of Portland. Smoking, social drinking ok. No pets. Call for details at
772-2518. Leave message.
Articulate, handsome, well-traveled, socialist, gentle, sometimes strident bearded
man (43) who Jives in Maine and write
on Germany looking for an intelligent and
energetic boyfriend (under 25). I'd be
delighted to get to know you. Write advertiser #2.9, c/o Our Paper, P.O. Box 10744,
Portland, Me. 04104.
Lesbian seeking woman for musical duo.
I sing, play fiddle, guitar, banjo, want
vocalist/guitar and/or piano. To do traditional country, and women's music. Write
advertiser #30, c/o Our Paper, P.O. Box 10744, Portland, Me. 04104.

Jessica of Portland! (via any acquaintance?). Message for you: ask at bar in
· Portsmouth, or phone in your number? . '; . The
tor ·clauifteu·ia U to, 30
Jessica , since Greece we crossed paths :worda, lDtfor each ..tclitional word. For
twice - "OUZO POWER"! connect
·~
-~ t2 for babcllina~ All ada
A'.' S.A.P.?
mut be prepialcl Mail ada to Our Psper.
P.O. Box 10744. Portland, ME OCUM.. We
GM Seeks Home. Portland area or others ask that you not use NXaalJ.v aplicit! ,
looking for same. Looking for more than lanp• in your ,-.onala. Responses
a roof over my head and somebody to pay to pencmala will not be openfllt by Our.
Pape and will. be
their rent, but a home with understanding nMlnthly.
. forwarded toyoa ._.c:e
......
faces! Write advertiser #2.8 c/o Our Paper,
P.O. Box 10744, Portland, Me 04104 .
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NAME ____--~----------~
ADDRESS
_______________
I' 11 Subscribe now.

Your Very Affordable Maine
Gay Introduction Agency

FRIENDS
P.O. BOX 6526 PTS
PORTLAND, ME.04102

ATTN: GAY MEN AND LESBIA-NS

11

A.re you interest.ea. in mee.tin<J qumity people. .
who share your interests n.nd n.ttitu.<:ks?
hJn.y

wn..sre n.ny

morn pt"cc:ious ti.flK- and money

r(U"l(U)mL~t scan:ni.mJ Jot" compcitiblc. pc.op(€.?
Ca{L ~ - the. ru.acn~u. vcrsonaU.zed.
int.roc!U<:tion scrvi.ce. for- ':JAY men and ~ i atlS.

staJJ of proJessionm counselors li4ve
been succc.ss J"11.y a.ssi,.sti.ng thou-si+rnfa of pc:opu in
Ji.nd.in.q compa.ti.bf.e rnu:1tio~hi,ps

SincE"- l 982 Our

DISCRETION GUARANTEED
CONTACT US FOR MORE INFORMATION
IN A PLAIN ENVELOPE.

~

the. &t:.ttu a!tentati,v~ for s£1ative

ndufts.
'Ln N£w I:ngf.and. cdl - (

603) 880-7625
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n========Lesbigay
AIDS Action of Central Maine
P.O. Bo:x 3113
Lewiston, Me. 04240
AIDS Hotline 782-6113
AIDS-Line
775-1267 and 1-800-851-AIDS
M, W, F, 6pm to 9pm

The AIDS Project
48 Deering St.

Fredericton Lesbians and Gays
Bo:x 1556, Station A
Fredericton, New Brunswick, Canada
Free To Be
11 King St.
Augusta, Me. 04330

Portland, Me 04101

Friends and Parents of Gays
729-9843 (Brunswick)
623-2349 (Augusta)

Bangor INTERWEAVE
P.O. Bo:x 8008
Bangor, ME 04401

GLM (Gals et Lesblennes de Moncton)
C.P. 7102
Riverview, N.B., Canada

Bates Gay/Lesbian/Straight Alliance
Bo:x 569
Bates College
Lewiston, ME 04240

Gay/Lesbian Alcoholics Anonymous
c/o First Parish Unitarian Church
425 Congress St.
Portland 04101

Bangor Area Gay/Lesbian/Straight Coalition
(BAGLSC)
c/o 87 Sunset Strip
Brwer, Me. 04412

Gay/Lesbian Parents Support Group
7804085 or 772-4741
Portland

Bowdoin Gay/Straight Alliance
Bowdoin College
Brunswick 04011
Chiltern Mountain Club
P.O. Bo:x 407
· Boston, Mass. 02117
207-883-6934
Feminist Spiritual Community

· Gay/Lesbian Alliance
92 Bedford St.
Portland 04102
780-4085

·Gay Men Social Association

P.O. Box 294
Conway, N.H. 03818
Tel: 603-367-8304

9 Deering St.

Netvvork=======
Greater Bangor NOW
P.O. Bo:x 8026
Bangor, Me. 04401

New Hampshire Citizens Alliance for Gay
and Lesbian Rights
P.O. Bo:x 756
Contoocook, N.H. 03329
603-228-9009

Greater Portland N.O.W.
P.O. Bo:x 4012 Station A
Portla"d 04101

Northern Lambda Nord
P.O. Bo:x 990
Caribou, Me. 04736
NLN gay Phonellne, 498-2088

Harbor Masters Inc.
P.O. Bo:x 4044
Portland, Me. 04101
LAGO-SJ (Lesbian and Gay Organization
Saint John)
Bo:x 6494, Stn. A, Saint John
N.B., Canada E2L 4R9
Lesbian/Gay Committee
Me. Chapter Nat'l. Assoc. of Social
Workers
P.O. Box 5112, Station A
Portland, Me. 04101

Our Paper
P.O. Box 10744
Portland, Me. 04104
Portland Pride Committee
P.O. Bo:x 5112, Sta. A
Portland, Me. 04112
883-6934
Seacoast Gay Men
P.O. Bo:x 1394
Portsmouth, NH 03801

Maine Connection
P.O. Bo:x 5245,
Station A
Portland, Me. 04102

USM Women's Forum
University of Soufhern Maine
92 Bedford St.
Portland 04103

Maine Health Foundation, Inc.
P.O. ho:x 7329 DTS
Portland 0411i

Vermonters for Lesbian and Gay Rights
(VLGR)
Box 281
.
Hinesburg, VT 05461

Maine Lesbian Feminists
P.O. Bo:x 125
Belfast 04915

Wilde-Stein Club
Memorial Union
University of Maine - Orono
Orono 04469

Maine Lesbian/Gay Political Alliance
P.O. Bo:x 108
Yarmouth, ME. 04096

P.O. Bo:x 3771
Portland, Me. 04104
773-2294

Women's Community Project
P.O. Box 3733

lt================================M~eti11gS===============
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SUNDAYS
Bates Gay/Lesbian/Straight Alliance - for.
discussion, support, and planning - every
Sunday, 8:30 p.m. in Hirasawa..J,.,ounge,
Chase Hall , Bates College, Lewiston.
Northern Lambda Nord - last Sunday
of the month - business meeting, 1:00
pm, followed by a potluck.
-:- Maine ~sbian/Gay P9litical Alliance '
(MLGPA) - every third Sunday of the
month. Meetings rotated throughout state. ·
~ee Calendar listing for location and time.
Maine C]onnection AA Roundup, second
Sunday of every month, 2:00 pm, 125
Vaughan St., Portland.

AIDS Action of Central Maine - first
M?nday of every month at Sportsmans, 2
Bates St., Lewiston, 8 pm. Call Phil Ellis,
784-5047 or 782-6113.
Adult Children of Alcoholics (ACOA) Open Discussion with focus on gay/lesbian
issues. 7:30-9:00 p.m., YWCA, 87 Spring
St., Portland.

TUESDAYS
Bangor Area Gay /Lesbian/Straight Coalition
(BAGLSC), meets the second Tuesday of
every month at 87 Sunset Strip in Brewer
. at 7:30 pm.
i
.Greater Portland N.O.W. -fourth Tuesday of the month, Y.W.C.A., 87 Spring
St., Portland, 7:30 pm.

MONDAYS

. Alcoholics Anonymous - Gays in
Sobriety - every Tuesday, 7:30 pm,
Feminist Spiritual ~ommunity _ every
First Parish '{Jnitarian Universalist
Monday at 7 pm, Friends Meeting House
,Forest Avenue, Portland, 773-2294 , (com; • .Church, 425 Congress St., Portland.
early).
Gay/Lesbian Al-Anon - every Tuesday ,
7:30 to 8:30 pm, First Parish Unitarian
Seacoast Gay Men - every Monday , 7-9
Universalist Church, · 425 Congress St.,
p.m. (except 1st Monday and holidaysj.
Portland.
.
Unitarian Universalist Church, 292 State
St., Portsmouth, NH (side door basement) ,
Our Paper staff meeting - every Tuescall Mark 207-646-2748
day, 7:30 pm, Our Books, 4 Pine St.,
Portland. New members are welcome.

Parents and Friends of Lesbians and Gays
- fourth Tuesday of each month, 7:30,
First Parish Church Pilgrim house, 9
Cleaveland St., Brunswick. Call 729-9843.

·WEDNESDAYS
Fredericton Lesbians and Gays (FLAG) · second Wednesday of the month
Fredericton, N.B., Canada

THURSDAYS
Lesbian/Gay Alcoholics Anonymous every Thursday, discussion meeting at 8
pm, Unitarian Church, Main St.,
Bangor.
VLGR (Vermonters for Lesbian and Gay
Rights) meets the first and third Thursday of every month at 7 :30 pm at the
Peace and Justice Center, 186 College St.,
Burlington.
Greater Bangor NOW ~ -last Thursday ~f
the month, Bangor City Hall, 7 pm. Call
989-3306 for info.
Wil~e-Stein Club-Thursday evening,
6:00-9:00 p.m., Sutton Lounge, Memorial Union, UMO.

FRIDAYS
Free To Be Group of AA - meets Fridayi
at 7:30, Jewett Hall, Univ. of Maine,
Augusta , room 114.
Gay/ Lesbian Alliance-every other Friday at 7, 92 Bedford St., Portland, 7804085.
Alcoholics Anonymous meets every Frida:
8-9:30 - Gays Together in Sobriety (Ope1
Discussion) Christ Episcopal Church, 80:
Lafayette Road, Portsmouth, N .H.

SATURDAYS
;Free To Be Gay/ Lesbian Alcoholic:
Anonymous, every Saturday, 8:00 pm
The House, 60 Oak St. (comer Blake)
Lewiston.
Bangor _INTERWEAVE Inc. - Coffet
house and dance 1st and 3rd Saturdays frorr
9 to I at University College Center, Texai
Ave., Bangor. $3 . General meeting at 8:00.
For info call 884-7079 .

Gay/Lesbian Alcoholics Anonymous every Thursday, step meeting, 7:30 pm,
First Parish Unitarian Universalist
Church, 425 Congress St., Portland.
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Thursday, Jan. 8
Pride's Night Out movie night. Call for
details on this month's selection. 8836934.
.

Friday, Jan. 23
Pride's Night Out Bowling Night. 8836934 for details.

· Sunday, Jan. 18
MLGPA monthly meeting, Luther Bonney Hall, USM, Portland, I p.m.

·sunday,Jan.25
Pride's Outing to Isabella Stewart
Gardner Museum in Boston. Free museum concert, and supper stop at Quincy
Market. Details at 883-6934. Limited to
12 people.

.J

Saturday,Jan.21 ·
Chiltern Mountain Club cross-country
ski trip and "cookout" at Sebago Lake
1
State Park. Meet at Park Headquarters
at 11 am. Non-members welcome. Call
Michael at 883-6934.

"Cafe Always defies
easy catagorization. It's
strengths seem to be food carefully and innovatively prepared, an
atmosphere of careful whimsicality
and comfort, and service both
congenial and relatively
low key."

Saturday, Feb. 7
MLGPA Annual Meeting and Celebratory Dinner, Augusta.

George Benington, Portland Monthly 1986

#

.

Dinner From 5-10 PM Closed Monday.
Reservations Accepted.
47 Middle Street, Portland 774-9399.

\

